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LJUBLJANA, Yiiiwh (Attack*) — Sonata** Band CinwMt 
Added Sudsy to pal oat of the nsrtnad Cmi—W Party, farther 
wcakadac the faftirsrr of ihttag body, t far faadmark 

rtwMwi to rrnrfhi in a MU doaocradc-type party cane at n* 
■ap ay ctadtrcacc of (he Cni— hi Party of Stonsfa, the amt 
Will in wk mail of Yttfosinfa’s fax wpabiff. Y^Ma*! Leo«ae of 
Caaiatott, a* toe federal party fa nffWidy knows, “doesn’t exfat any 
man tor as,” said Peter Bckea, a mrrtrr of the filnwtm party 
leadetthty. Sferafaa C— wfel ftaty chief Qti MMdc ali hfa party 
waa net eerktoj fflnwidM iwrafaa bat the riftiHtoinrrt of a Yapoafar 
corfedrrarion la which central nath ori ty woaM be tent* fated era more 
than at present. ‘Ufa fa the end of the League of Cwuawu h U of 
YaglMlmfa, te wWch $teveafaa Cn— iihfi had the stats* of a aaeqml 
nfaarity,** BHdc told the Aancfated Proa. The break alao extended to 
patty 
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against | srseTs occupation. The 
Arab League Owned held an 
cztnonfinny meeting Ja Thus 
last November and doodad to ad! 
the coaaiHtise t&remiK ha mis* 
non and pane contacts with 
world powers to support the 
Ftitestinra crae and help cod 
Israel’s oppre ss ive actions n the 
occupied lands. The coomntzee 


Tunisia, Algeria, Saudi 


well as the bead of the Palestine 
Liberation Qputojfl rtjw|a» 
al department, and Arab League 
Secretary General Chadh KKbi. 

Mubarak sends 
gei 
ish 


10 killed in 

attack on Israeli 
bus in Egypt 
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** 

« 
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foreign ministers ofEgypt, Israel 
imd the' United ■S fiitlwl aiffir be 
held next weekend on arranging 
Cano talks on the future of the 
occupied territorirs.MENA said 
the messages outlined the “nega- 
tive effects” which resettling 
Soviet Jews in. the occupied West 
Bank and Gaia Strip would have. 

Iraqi leader meets 
Omani envoy 

BAGHDAD (Al) — Prcrident 
Saddam Hussein discussed bi- 
lateral relations and other issues 
Sunday with Omani Foreign 
Minister Yousef Ben Alawi Ben 
Abdullah, the Baghdad Radio 
reported. It gave no details. Bat 
diplomats, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said Ben Abdullah 


mediation m stalled peace talks 
between Iraq and Iran by die 
six-member Gulf Cooperation 
CoonriL 

Police say 100 


KARACHI (R) — Rival student 
groops kidnapped more than 100 
people m Karachi in the past 24- 
botns, police in Pakistan's largest 
aty said Sunday. Most of those 
kidnapped were - students and 
some were released after torture, 
police sand. A Sind province gov- 
ernment spokesman said most 
victims were sup po r t er s of Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto’s Pakis- 
tan People's Party and accused 
the miKtant Mohajir National 
Movement (MQM). MQM 
Chairman Azina Tariq Icv eged a 
at pro-Bhutto 
student groups. -He fold a news 
conference a. large number of 
MQM student activists were kid- 
napped and some were released 
afte r lycing tortured. The kidnap- 
pings follow dashes m the pro- 
vince between native Smfiris and 
Motaji r immi g rant s which have 
Trifle d ZL people since Tuesday, 
Most of the deaths were m 
Hyderabad, Sind's aecontHaige* 
<*%• ■ 

Sikh extremists 
gun down six 

AMRTTSAR, IncBa (R).— Skh 
extremists bekt up a bus near. 
Amrittac Sunday, polled out and 
shod . dead tine pofice guards, 
then . mowed down three of foe 
fleeing passengers, police said. 
Tbe wh hotycjty is foe foots of 

an ertlffl l M f* owip iW tO CCCatB 

an m&pcndeat SMi nation in 
Indiils .Punjab state. .The cam- 
bas danraad- at least 200 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Unknown 
amaflanfs. krtfed 20 people and 
woonded at least nine cn an 
Israeli tour bus near Cairo Sun- 
day, blocking foe bus wife their 
cm then blasting it wifo grenades 
and m ae binepm s. 

The attack seemed cert ain to 
com p licate efforts to arrange 
fsrara-Patestinfem talks in Cairo. 

Fafice said force or foar attack- 
ers in a white Peugeot car 
swerved accost foe path of foe 
bos on foe Criro-fcma&y* bigh- 
way at about 6 pan. (1600 GMT), 
forcing it to hah. 

Samiri Sulun, di rector of 
HeSopoiis Hospital in northern 
Oreo, told reporters 10 of the 31 
people on board were kflkd bat it 
was- not dear ftbefoe? aB foe 
casnafrirs were Israelis. 

It was the most serious asraub 
on Israelis m Egypt since 1965 


when a deranged Egyptian sd- 
tfior kilted seven Israeli tou ris ts 
on Ras Burfca beach in Sinai. 

Israeli Ambassador to Egypt 
StumoQ g> » fwir said in a tete- 
pbooe interview that he can cwly 

l yp e Tmrii toUZtttS 
wrans hospitalised in a Cairo 

He said die nine hospitalised 
were foe only Israelis involved in 
the attack who could be located 
so fax. 

“There are reports of E&taBties 
but all are premature and none 
can be confirmed, we still check- 
ing,” flimwir said. 

He meanwhile confirmed a 
Stttc a egt he rave to the Isreti 
television in which be raid tint 
four passengera who were tightly 
injured were at Heliopolis Hos- 
pital, at the outskirts of Cairo. 

“A private car passed the bus 
car r yin g Israeli tou rists . People 


who were inside the car opened 
fire, and ilso ap p arently boared 
the bus and threw hand gre- 
nades,** ShawnW said. 

He refined to speculate cm who 
Was behind foe wtradf- 

Tbe Midfoe East News Agency 
said Egyptian Interior Minister 
Abdul Halim Musa, who is in 
charge trf police, and other senior 
secunty officials rushed to the 


Israel's aimed forces radio said 
the bos belonged to an Egyptian 
tourist company identified as 
Santa Maria. 

It said the bus was on its way 
from Rafah, a divided town on 
the border between Egypt and 
Israel in the Sinai peninsula, and 
Cairo. 

Israel Radio also reported the 
attack and cited “initial reports of 
casualties.'' 
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H fa Maje sty King Hun 
Hlgtiura Crown Prince 


along with Hfa Royal 
san, me mb er s of Par- 


Bamcnt and senior ofBdals, fistena to n briefing i 
the Armed Forces (Petra photo) 


No new 

newspapers 

before 

national 

charter 

KUWAIT (Petra) — No new 
newspapers will be licensed in 
Jordan prior to the creation of 
political parties which wifi be 
provided for in die proposed 
national charter. Minister of In- 
formation Ibrahim Izzeddin has 
been quoted as saying. 

Only when the charter has 
been published and political par- 
ties are established can the minis- 
try give ticences for newspapers, 
provided a study has been made 
of tire market's capacity for new 
newspapers, the minister said in 
an interview published by Al 
Siyassab newspaper. 


King addresses parliamentarians visiting GHQ Israelis 

‘Soviet influx, Lebanon, accused 


Aoun- Geagea war Gulf — ma J° r chaUen 8 es ’ l tH — 

" * • ■ ™ AMMAN (J.T.) — The expec ted tfonal peace and Arab-Iranian King said. — The braeli anny said Sunday 

. * i * mfhiT of hnndneris of thflonmib relalions” he said. TV fino wnt nkn aorrymn a - won Id rharve three cnldim art 


rakes east Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Rebel 
General Michel Apart tank-fed 
troops, battled, often at point- 
Msar ng^ aftihfoSudiy 


Before tiie ft*** was lann- 
cfaed, Aram's artillery h ammer ed 
east Beirut districts bdd by foe 
Lebanese Forces in night-long 


Seaside headquarters' of foe 
Lebanese Forces ftufitia hesd- 
qaartecs as foe burned out of 
contro l in Bent. 

Ptihce xaid tfiehard milit i amen 
commanded by Sanrir Geuea in 
tire embattled K aran t ni a mrtrict 
bdd off Aoua's armour rumUmg 
through tiw devastated streets of 
east Beirut with roefcet-propefled 
grenades and jeejvmonnted 


One forest was rimed through 
foe Dora industrial district on the 
city’s northern outskirts. The 
other was launched through foe 
working dan Tn Rnmmaneh 
quarter on Beaut's northwestern 


Two oQ tanks at the sprawling 
Dora fiid depot were set on foe 
focring the dashes that ra^d de- 
spite cc are - foe appeals. 

Fillazs of flame shot skywards 
and thick (foods of black smoke 
shrouded the city’s mainly Christ- 
ian Sector as the oil tanks blazed 
out of control dong with scores of 
burning buflkfirigs. 

Aoun unleashed foe assault 
with U.S.-made M-48 and 
Rrach-bmlt AMX-13 tanks at 
dawn in an apparent mako-or- 
break attempt to crush the 
Lebanese Faroes after six days of 
savage b attl es and become the 
undisputed leader of foe Christ- 
ian enclave north of Beirut. 

Police said 195 people have 
been IriBed and 830 wounded, 
many of them civilians, in the 
murderous showdown in the 
Christian he art l an d, where an 
estimated one mflfion people live. 


L ow mu l in basem e nts ahdbemb 
shelters, where they -have shel- 
tered since Tuesday, as shells 
rained down from Aram's moun- 
tamtop positions east of the city. 

After the dawn assault, 
Geagea said foe a tt a c k on the 
nrifina barracks at Dbayeh had 
been beaten off. 

“What happened today in 
Dbayeh is a turning point... the 
attackers retreated/’ he said on 
Voice of Lebanon ratio. 

A Renter correspondent at the 
scene said: “I can see burned and 
abandoned nrifitary vehicles cm 
the highway. There is smoke ris- 
ing from Lebanese barracks. 
Most buildings along foe roads 
have been bS. Some have been 
tnrned black by flames and 
smoke.” 

Hesaidit was then still undear 
who had gained foe upper hand. 

Dbayeh straddles supply lines 
between the militia port of 
Jomrieh and east Beirut 

East Beirut's church beds toL 
led career in the day in memory 
of tiie latest dead, but their 
mournful sound was buried by 
tiie founder of emtorimg shells. 

The sector’s 500,000 residents 
expe ri e nc ed a day of unremr t ti ng 
terror. 

For 70 beart-rtopping minutes 
dteBs, rockets, and mortar bombs 
poured into the city's battered 
streets at a rate of rate a second. 
The air was filled with a thunder- 
ous roar and the ground shook. 

The smell of gunp owder filled 
tiie air. 


At tiie hospitals, the moans 
and screams of wounded and 
cries of bereaved relatives filled 
wards as doctors and nones tried 
to rave those with a chance, of 
fife. - '^2 • 

“We see nothing... no budd- 
ings, no streets and no houses. : 
We only see fires and blade femes 
rising above east Beirut,” said 
east Beirut resident Janine 
Khotny, from heights above the 
aty. 

The fighting erupted on 
Wednesday when Aoun ordered 
the militia to surrender its arms 
and disband in a bid to take 
control of the Christian enclave. 

Tiie International Committee 
of tiie Red Cross appealed for a- 
two-hour mercy truce at 2 pm. 
(1200 GMI) to rush medical sup- 
plies from west Beirut across the 
dividing green line to hospitals in 
foe Christian sector. 

But one hour after the dead- 
line, Red Gross officials told re- 
porters that pfans to send aseven- 
car convoy were called off be- 
came they could not obtain secur- 
ity guarantees. 

Six earietr truce accords faded 
to stop the fighting, among the 
worst m the Christian sector since 
Lebanon gamed independence 
from France in 1943. 

Geagea declared: “This fight- 
ing has destroyed our homes, 
wrecked our factories, devastated 
our econo my and shattered foe 
fabric of our society. 

“It's continuing because Aoun 
cannot yet accept the fact that the 
elimination of the Lebanese 
forces by force of arms is im- 
possible.’* 

Sheds hit churches, hospitals, 
schools and apartmen t bufltfings. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The expected 
influx of hundred s of thousands 
of Soviet Jews to tend, the civil 
strife in Lebanon and the no-war- 
oo-peace situation between Iran 
and Iraq are the three major 
issues confronting the Arab 
World today. His Majesty King 
Hussein said Sunday. 

Addressing a meeting of mem- 
bers of the Upper and Lower 
Homes of Pufi— e nt who accom- 
* ponied Mm on ar -vis it « "to foe 
Armed Forces Genera! Head- 
quartera for a briefing on 'the 
Armed Races, "the King called 
for “a great Arab national effort 
and a comprehensive position” to 
tackle these three issues, “at a 
time when international efforts to 
address these issues are far below 
the aspired-for teveL” 

The King painted out that 
peace negotiaifoos between Iran 
and Iraq after eight years of war 
remain ttateamtted after the Au- 
gust 1988 ceasefire. A compre- 
hensive peace bet w e en the two 
countries “wiB have its positive 
effects out the Arab Gulf region, 
Arab national security, interna- 


tional peace Arab-I ranian 
relations,” be said. 

The Lebanese strife, tiie King 
ftiM “fr retuxmqg to a point 
where the Arab tripartite (media- 
tion) committee had crossed in its 
efforts.” 

The mass emi g rati on of Soviet 
Jews to Israel, the King said, 
poses a danger “which not only 
t hreaten. 1 ! the occupied territories 
or represents the hunts of Israel's 
greedy -but also, goes- beyond to 
the Arab - depth and the Arab 
Order.” 

-The King said Arab movcs to 
tackle these issues could not be 
delayed and called for a united 
Arab stand to face the challenges. 

“Jordan remains the shield 
which protects the Arab Home- 
land throi^ its steadfastness and 
strength,” the King told the par- 
Hamentarians. “Jordan has never 
bargained, surrendered or suc- 
cumbed to any press ure , and it 
realises the dangers and hurdles it 
feces because of its consistent 
position and conmrtonent to its 
sense of national belonging 
through words and deeds,” the 


King said. 

The King was also accompa- 
nied to the visit to foe Armed 
Forces General Headquarters by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Cabinet mem- 
bers in addition to the pariiar 

Armed Forces Grief of Staff 
General Fathi Am Tafeb and senior 
Armed Forces officers briefed the 
viators on the tasks and program- 
mes of tbe Anned Forces. Abu 
Talcb delivered a speech under- 
fining the gravity of the responsi- 
bilities shouldered by the Artncd 
Forces in fight of foe fact that 
Jordan has the longest Arab con- 
frontation fine until Israel. 

In interviews with Jordan Tele- 
vision, some of tiie parliamenta- 
rians paid tribute to the state of 
alert maintained by the Armed 
Forces and called on foe Arab 
World to extend support and 
assistance to Jordan in its struggle 
to defend the Arab Homeland. 

Royal Court Chief Sharif Zod 
Ben Shaker and other officials 
a tt e nd ed the meeting. 


Kelly cautiously optimistic 
over Mideast peace efforts 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — A tiie peace process roll move for- delegation for Palestiman-lsrac 
senior United States official said ward. I am also realistic enough talks in Cairo. 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — A 
senior United States official said 
after talks with Saudi Arabian 
officials Sunday he was cautiously 
optimistic that Middle East peace 
moves would move f orw ar d. 

‘The process will take time, 
but a sohd start has been made, 
and the United States is deter- 
mined to do all it can to maintain 
the momentum,” John Kelly, 
assist ant secretary of state for 
Middle East affairs, said in a 
statement sent to Reuters in 
Cyprus. 

“I am cautiously optimistic that 


tiie peace process will move for- 
ward. I am also realistic enough 
to know that, because of the 
complexities of the problem, the 
process wifi move forward only 
after careful considerations.** 

U.S. embassy officials in 
Riyadh reached by telephone 
would not elaborate on Kelly's 
remarks or say who he met during 
his two day stay in Sandi Arabia. 

Israeli and U.S. sources have 
said that the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) gave key 
“concessions” allowing Egypt to 
name members of the Palestinian 


delegation for Palestnrian-Israefi 
talks in Goto. 

Egyptian Foreign Ministry 
nffidak also said Saturday a 
meeting of tiie foreign ministers 
of Egypt, Israel and the United 
States might be held as early as 
next week to prepare for the 
talks. 

But the PLO said Saturday no 
such concessions were riven, in- 
sisting on its right to take partin 
all stages of the peace process. 

That rote is vehemently re- 
jected by Israel. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— The Israeli army said Sunday it 
would charge three soldiers who 
local media said were accused of 
beating a 13-year-old Palestinian 
and bunting him with cigarettes. 

An anny spokesman declined 
to detail the charges beyond 
saying they involved a 13-year- 
old boy in the occupied West 
Bank. But he said nrifitaxy pro- 
secutors would indict a junior 
officer, a sergeant and a private 
tiris week. 

Israel 'Radio - 'and' the daily 
newspaper Davar said the three 
were accused of beating tiie boy 
and the private was alleged to 
have burned him with cigarettes. 

The reports did not specify 
when and where the alleged off- 
ence occurred or under what dr- 

mnutiiMM. 

The charges are the latest in a 
scries of revelations about abases 
by soldiers fighting the 26-month- 
aid Palestinian uprising. 

Last month a reserve comman- 
der was relieved of duty after 
charges he gathered Arab resi- 
dents in a West Bank village, 
threw a percussion grenade at 
them and then shot dead a man 
who fled. 

Two members of tiie border 
police were suspended in January 
after television showed one bad 
shot without wanting and killed 
an unarmed youth. 

Israeli authorities restored tele- 
phone service to the town of 
RamaSah early Sunday following 
army sweeps in the West Bank in 
which more than 100 Palestinians 
were arrested. 

In Bethlehem, Palestinian 
sources said a 33-year-old man 
was shot and wounded while driv- 
ing in the town Sunday. 

In the Gaza Strip, Palestinian 
sources said Mahmoud Abu Gha- 
zala, 54, a member of a village 
council, was kilted by a foot in 
tiie head. It was not dear who 
had shot him or if he was sus- 
pected of collaborating with 
Israel. 


Deputies’ ‘poor’ performance on the floor is due to ‘ lack of means’ 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — - Members of tiie 
Lower House of Parliament 
describe the current stage in 
their parfiamentary fife as “a 
school” and ask officials and 
citizens who might have any 
criticism of their performance 
on the floor to show broad- 
wmwfafa M* undenttmdiug 
of the problems faced by the 


spoke to the Jordan Turns 
admit that there were indica- 
tions that “some” of the 
speakers during last week's 
session on the budget “were 
flirting. with their constituen- 
cies, or playing to tiie gallery. 


OtiEcns, observers and even . 
officials generally criticise 
what they see as the inability 
of deputies to focus on the 
right issues -at the rigfrt time, 
the lack of any research on the 
subjects they talk about and 
the methods of debate they use 
in their sessions. 

' “What is taking {dace now in 
Parliament is a school for 
everyone who live in Jordan... 
we are all teaming (how to 
conduct democracy),” Am- 
man Deputy Fakfai Kawar 
fold foe' Jordan Times. - 
Although the deputies who 


' ity were sincere about present- 
ing the public’s problems to 
the government at the first 
possible opportunity,” Kawar 
said. 

But, Kawar said, “most of 
the attacks against, foe mem- 
bers of Parfiament generalised 

the situation without any con- 
sideration for who did well and 
who did not” 

. Both . Kawar and Masseur 
Murad, also an Amman Depu- 
ty, agree that the mam cause 
behind criticism that the 
budget discussions “did not 
address foe issue at hand” is. 

foe absence of political parties. 

Tn developed countries 
which have parliamentary tys- 
tenas, deputies are supported 
financially, administratively 


and academically by a political 
party or individuals and in- 
stitutions which believe in the 
cause of the respective depu- 
ty,” Murad said. 

“The problem here would 
be solved when political par- 
ties are formally established 
beca u se as we can gee from tiie 
cur re n t set-up in Parliament, 
only independents suffer from 
this problem,” Kawar said. 

But, according to tiie de- 
puties, Parliament members 
are expected to support them- 
selves and uphold their consti- 
tuencies' demands on salaries 

of JD 500 a month. 

“I am one of those deputies 
who are still unable to open an 
office because my salary will 
not cover foe expenses... and I 
am not the only one; there are 
many like , me,” said Murad. 

According to Murad, “our 
Parliame nt members are really 
enthmiaaic but there are no 
financial pcovisians to comple- 
ment tiiis enthusiasm.” 

: . Although every committee 


of the Lower House is fur- 
nished with a secretary, mem- 
bers of parliament stifi fed that 
this arrangement is not enough 
mid cited tiie “poor” state of 
their speeches as examples. 

“Most of the speeches were 
handwritten and not typed,” 
said (me deputy vfoo asked not 
to be identified. He explained 
that deputies of the Legal 
Committee could not ask its 
secretary to type their 
speeches for the budget; and 
to employ a personal secretary 
is not feasible m fight of their 
salaries. 

. A cabinet minister who did 
not wish to be identified told 
the Jordan Times that he* 
u nder stood the grievances of 
the deputies and described 
them as “justified,” saying 
that the government should 
consider ways to reorganise and 
improve standards and work- 
ing conditions for the deputies. 

“We are now considering 
establishing poofing offices for 
the deputies if only to organise 


foe typing of their paper- 
work,” tiie minister said. He 
added that the government 
should continue to toy with an 
. earlier idea to rent an office 
building and turn it into offices 
for deputies furnished with all 
the necessities and staff for 
their work. The last Parlia- 
ment discussed renting the 
offices of foe Housing Bank 
which are adjacent to the Par- 
liament building as a possible 
rite to house their offices, but 
foe idea never came to fruition 
although it is now bring consi- 
dered again. 

Kawar pointed out that the 
lack of research and support- 
ing staff to be entrusted with 
foe role of receiving com- 
.. plaints from constituents, 
answering telephones ami deal- 
ing with smaller problems was 
tiie most pressing problem feo 
me the deputies. 

“I want staff who will deal 
with the people just as I 
would... on a friendly and 
helpfal basis and not with an 


upperband attitude,” Kawar 
said. 

If furnished with the proper 
- staff, interviewed -deputies 
agreed, they would entrust 
these employees with the 
duties of research and authen- 
tification of reports needed to 
prepare for specialised 
speeches such as those dealing 
with the general budget. 

Kawar suggested that the 
government could help solve 
this problem by asking the 
different ministries to allocate 
a number of their own staff 
“who do not have much work 
in their own mini stry” to help 
the deputies. 

“If each deputy was allo- 
cated two people then all prob- 
lems would be solved,” Kawar 
said, adding that staff salaries 
should continue to be paid by 
their respective ministri es or 
government departments. . 

In response to accusations 
that they failed to co mp romi se 
their demands with the dic- 
tates of “an austerity budget,” 


deputies a gam Mamed critics 
for such a generalisation and 
maintained that most of the 
speeches “were good and 
addressed the budget” 

Many of them, however, 
conceded that there were sane 
outrageous demands by some 
of the deputies. “Take for 
example foe deputy who asked 
for a mosque to be built in 
every school in the Kingdom,” 
said a deputy who wished to 
remain anonymous. 

Apart from causing harm to 
the personal standing of the 
deputies themselves, accusa- 
tions and criticism at this point 
“would harm the democratic 
experiment as a whole,” saida 
deputy. This view was shared 
by several other members of 
Parliament. 

“K we consider that we are 
all experimenting with demo- 
cracy and teaming with hopes 
to become more professional 
then we should be spared tins 
indiscriminate criticism,” 
Kawar said. 











Middle East News 




Iraq, Syria hold talks 
on Euphrates cutoff 


KUWAIT (AF) — Iraq and Syria were reported 
Sunday to have put aside their long-standing fend by 
holding meetings to discuss Turkey’s cutoff of the 
Euphrates River. 


The daily AI Anbaa, quoting 
Arab diplomatic sources, said 
Iraqi and Syrian officials held 
four meetings in Baghdad and 
Damascus over the past two 
weeks to “coordinate” their re- 
sponse. 

The sources, who were not 
farther identified, were quoted as 
saying the meetings represented 
“a positive development” for the 
future of relations between the 
two Arab countries. 

The identities or government 
rank of the officials were not 
disclosed. There was no immedi- 
ate reaction to the Kuwaiti report 
from either Iraq or Syria. 

Turkey diverted much of the 
Euphrates water for a month, 
be ginning Jan. 13, to fill the 
reservoir at the Atatnrk Dam, 
centerpiece of a major hydroelec- 
tric and irrigation project in their 
impoverished southeastern pro- 
vince. 


The 2300-kilometre Euphrates 
originates in the mo un t ain s of 
eastern Turkey and runs through 
Syria and Iraq before flowing into 
the Gulf. 

The Turkish action triggered 
pro te sts in Syria and Iraq, who 
fear Hamap* to their agriculture 
and a worsening of international 
quarrels over scarce water re- 
sources. 

AI Anbaa said that the over- 
tures were started by Damascus 
when Syrian delegation visited 
Baghdad “to discuss taking a 
unified stand over the Euphrates 
issue.” 

The Kuwaiti daily said Bagh- 
dad and Damascus adopted as 
their blueprint a legal study by 
the late Salah AI Tarazi of Syria 
on the rights of Iraq and Syria to 
the Euphrates waters. 

Tarazi was Syria’s peremanent 
delegate at the United Nations 
before he was chosen as a judge 


Kuwait urges Soviets to 
halt emigration to Israel 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — The 
g o ver nm ent called on the Soviet 
Union Sunday to take urgent 
measures to halt die emigration 
of Soviet Jews to Israel, describ- 
ing die process as a “flagrant 
aggression” agains t the Arabs. 

A statement issued after die 
weekly cabinet session chaired by 
die crown prince and prime 
minister, Sheikh Saad AI Abdul- 
lah AI Sabah, reminded Moscow 
of its dose links with the Arab 
Worid. 

It said failure to stem the 
emigration flow would cast doubt 
on the credibility of “the con- 
cerned parties” seeking to prom- 
ote a Middle East settlement. 
These include the Soviet Union. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said last month be ex- 
pected some 300,000 Soviet Jews 
to settle in die Israeli-occupied 
■West Bank and Gaza Strip over 
die next few yean. 

■ -Moscow has recently relaxed 
some restrictions on the emigra- 
tion of the Soviet Jews, while die 
United States has tightened its 
immi g r a tions regulations. 

“The Kuwaiti government fol- 
lowed with extreme concern the 
news of intensive emigration of 
Soviet Jews to the occupied Arab 
territories, considering it a direct 
fcneouragement to the expansion- 
ist policies of the Israeli lead- 
ership and Zionist settlement in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Stop,” said Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Hashed 
Abdul Aziz AI Rashed. 

' “While the cabinet denounces 
this tragic development, it calls 
on all international parties, fore- 
mostly the Soviet Union, which 
maintains links of cooperation, 
friendship and common interests 
with the Arab World, to take 
urgent measures to halt this 
emigration which const i t ut es a 
flagrant aggression on die rights 


of the Arab people of Palestinian 
-and a serious danger to the future 
of the Arab Nation,” be said. 

Earlier, the Foreign Minis try 
rallftH fop international action on' 
die Soviet Jews issue, but did not 
mention the Soviet Union 
directly., 

Rabbi lifts ffight ban 

An Israeli chief Rabbi Sunday 
lifted for Soviet Jews a Rending 
ban against air travel on the 
Jewish Sabbath. 

Tel Aviv Rabbi Yana Metzger 
said die ruling by chief Rabin 
Mordechai Efiahu, one of two 
chief rabbis, holds dial Jews may 
fly on the Sabbath and Jewish 
holidays if there is a fear their 
lives are in danger. 

Metzger said Eliahu issued die 
religious ruling fa answer to his 
question about a huge Soviet 
Jewis^M demand to emigrate. 

Soviet Jews are moving to 
Israel at a rate of 5,000 a month. 

“This isn’t war, this isn’t shoot- 
fag, bnt there is a possibility that 
lives are fa danger or a fear of 
there perhaps being pogroms in, 
various areas,” Metzger told: 
Reuters. 

“The chief rabbi's ruling said fa 
places where there is a fear of 
mounting anti-Semitism’ to the 
point of jpograms,... it is not only 1 
permissible to fly on the Sabbath 
but a religious duty.” 

Jews are not normally allowed 
to travel on the Sabbath which 
runs from Friday evening to 
Saturday night. 

Israel says it wants emigration 
accelerated for fear that resur- 
gent nationalism fa the Soviet 
Union could lead to attacks on 
Jews or that Moscow’s open-door 
policy could be revoked should 
President Gorbachev fall from 


power. 


En raison des 6vennements qui se d§rou- 
lent actuellement k Beyrouth, les d6l6- 
gu6s du C.S.F.E. ont dO reporter Si une 
date ult§rieure leur visite & Amman. 

La reception pr£vue a la Residence 
de France Lundi a Fdvrier est done 
annulde./. 


at the International Court fa the 
Hague. 

“Though the discussions were 
confined to the Euphrates waters, 
they indicate an imminent im- 
provement fa relations between 
the two countries at a time when 
both Iraq and Syria are preparing 
for a period of domestic open- 
ness,” the paper quoted one of its 
sources as saying. 

That was a reference to a deci- 
sion by Iraqi President Sa d d am 
Hussein to introduce a new con- 
stitution that would provide for 
greater press freedom and the 
formation of new political par- 
ties. 

There have also been uncon- 
firmed reports in the Gulf Arab 
press that Syria is planning to 
open up economically with mar- 
ket-orientated reforms. 

Amo ng ihe most contentious 
issues dividing the two countries 
is the war fa Lebanon. Iraq was 
supplying renegade Genu Michel 
Aoun with weapons fa his “war of 
liberation” against Syria’s 40,000 
troops fa Lebanon. 

Also attributing to the food 
was Syria’s support for Iran fa the 
eight-year Gulf war against Iraq. 

Ethiopia 
asks rebels 
to support 
peace moves 

NAIROBI (R) — The Ethiopian 
government has called on rebels 
m northern areas to respond to its 
rail for peace and warned them 
that it wfll step up military opera- 
Ltious, if tire appeal is ignored. 

I Addis Ababa Radio, moni- 
tored here Sunday, said: “We 
urge all opposition groups, fa- 
cfadfag the Weyane, to respond 
positively to our call for peace.” 
Weyane is the name of the gov- 
ernment gives to the rebel Tfgray 
Peop le's Liberation Front 
(TPLF) which occupied large 
areas of northern Ethiopia. 

The radio added that if the 
appeal was ignored, the govern- 
ment wonld reinforce its troops 
and militia now ope ra ti n g against 
The rebels. 

Last week- the- Tgray-xebels 
said they had killed more than 
700 government troops fa a battle 
fa W0H0 province. 


Saudis 
suspend 
issuing 
visas in 
Bangkok 

BANGKOK, Thailand f AP) — 
Saudi Arabia’s embassy has sus- 
pended issuing visas to Thais 
seeking employment fa that na- 
tion after three of its diplomats 
were kflled last week, said a Thai 
spokesman. 

Thai government spokesman 
Suvit Yodmauee raid m a tele- 
phone interview that it was nn- , 
dear when visas would be proces- 
sed again. 

A newspaper fa Saudi Arabia 
reported Saturday that the coun- 
try was taking steps to halt the 
entry of Thai workers, but did not 
specify what the measures would 
be. 

Unknown assailants shot the 
three diplomats to death last 
Thursday. All three worked fa 
the embassy’s consular section, 
which processes visas for the 
thousands of Thais seeking work 
fa the ofl-riefa nation. 

About 150,000 Thais are cur- 
rently in Saudi Arabia. Sompcmg 
Fai-Champa, a Thai Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, said the 
Saudi Arabian move would not 
affect those workers. 

Sompong quoted Foreign 
Minister Skkfin Savetsila as tell- 
ing the Saudi embassy that inves- 
tigation of the killings would be 
speeded up. 

Skkfln also has sent a letter to 
Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonhavan and Interior Minis- 
ter Banham SIlpa-Aicha stating 
his concern over the case, Som- 
pong sahL 

Suvit said some Saudi Arabian 
families left Thailand Saturday 
because of s a fety concerns. 

Thai a ut horities have failed to 
find the killers of another Saudi ■ 
Arabian diplomat who was shot 
to death fa January last year. 

That diplomat had been re- 
sponsible for processing visa ap- 
plications. There was speculation 
at the time that the murderers 
could have been frustrated work- 
ers or labour export agents un- 
able to secure entity visas to the 
Middle Eastern kingdom. 

No evidence; emerged fa that 
case thatJheJriflfa^was Jinked to- 
the turbulent politics of the Mid- 
dle East or international ter- 
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Turkey blames Greece for diplomatic expulsions 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey 
blamed Greece Sunday for thezr 
row over Muslims in Greece and 
said Athens held the key to res- 
toring ties between the two 
NATO neighbours. 

“What happens now depends 
on the response of Greece. They 
started the latest problem by de- 
claring one of our diplomats per- 
sona non grata,” a Foreign Minis- 
try official said. 

“We hope that from now on 
everything will be calm between 
the two countries,” he said. 

Turkey has given Greece’s con- 
sul-general fa Istanbul a week to 
leave fa retaliation for the expul- 
sion of a Turkish diplomat fa tire 
Greek town of Komotfai, where 
19 people were Injured seven 
days ago in dashes between 
Greeks mvi ethnic Turks. ... . .. 

Greece said it was expelling 
Komotfai Consul-General Kemal 
Gut because Ankara insisted on 


mifmg the Muslim minority fa 
Greece “feflow countrymen” and 
“citizens of Turkish origin.” 
Greece describes the 120,000 
Muslims fa the region, under 
Ottoman, rule until 1913, as 
Greek Muslims. Many of them 
are fa die Komotfai region of 
western Thrace. 

The expulsions were the first fa 
at least three decades between 
the two countries, who have 
come dose to war over such 
issues as the 1974 Turkish inva- 
sion of Cyprus ami a 1987 dispute 
over the Aegean Sea. 

Turkish officials said the latest 
row had derailed, fa least tempor- 
arily, political rapprochement 
which started fa the Swiss resort 
of Davos two years ago. 

But Ankara-based Western di- 
plomats said -the dispute could 
soon blow "over. *. " 

“Greeks and Turks tend to get 
very excited and give the impress- 


ion- of high tension but more 
often than not it never comes to 
much and is contained,” one di- 
plomat said. 

A Turkish newspaper col- 
umnist accused Greece of “creat- 
ing a storm fa a teacup” with 
anti-Turk sentiment before . 
general elections fa ApriL ' 

Turkey last week accused 
Greeks of nring brute force 
against the mtoonty fa. Komotfai. 
and made an international appeal 
to prated the human rights of 
Muslims in Greece. 

There are also about 1J5 mil- 
lion ethnic Turks in Bulgaria and 
L000 fa Romania. Some Turks 
also referred to “kinsmen” fa 
Soviet Azerbaijan Airing dm re- 
cent turmo il there. 

Meanwhile Ankara has . pro- 
tested to Athens over the deten- 
tion at gun po i nt of two Turkish 
fishermen by a Greek patrol, 
Turkish television said Saturday. 


The report, monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC), quoted the Turkish Fore- 
ign Ministry as saying the two 
Turks had been fishing inside 
Turkish waters off AyvadL . 

It said they were taken to the 
island of hffitflfai. It said the 
Turkish protest was made to fee 
Greek ambassador fa Ankara. 

Greece accused Toukey Sunday 
of breaking international law by 
expelling the- Greek consul- 
general fa Istanbul after Athens 
ordered out a Turkish diplomat. 

Foreign minister Antonis 
Samaras said fa a st a tement tbat 
tile eipiilsicm of Greek Gamut- 
General Efias KBs was “impossi- 
ble to justify accordmgtointona- 
tionailaw, arbitrary, and a. bla- 
tant act of political -revenge.? . 

. Samaras cancefledaprasvcop*- 1 
ferenpe Sunday to oonfetwitii 
Greek political leaders dtL:tbe 
row with Turkey. 


Terror, hunger stalk besieged south Sudanese city 


By Dfdia BaHgfa 

Tbc Associated Press 

KHARTOUM— Relief work- 
ers evacuated from Juba, 
Sudan's beleaguered southern 
capital, described a dty of 
panic, terror and fear. 

Prevented from fleeing by 
well-fed and -armed soldiers, 
scores of thousands of people 
weak with hanger desperately 
(fig foxholes and trenches to 
escape shrapnel from rebel 
rockets. 

“Juba has become a death 
trap,” said Irishman Daniel 
Eiffe. “Peoeple live fa terror 
from the shelling. This is a 
whole new dimension. 

“At first we only had to 
contend with the hunger.” 

Eiffe, who works for 
ACORD, a London-based de- 
velopment and relief organisa- 
tion, flew to Khartoum with 
three other Westerners in an 
evacuation project using air- 
craft of the United Nations. 
Fourteen other West e rners ex- 
pected to join the airlift flew 
instead on a private agency’s 
plane to Nairobi, Kenya. 

There, an Italian physician 
said fee 250,000 inhabitants 
five fa fear of food riots if 


mfantequantitiesof sustenance 
reaching the dty are cut oft 
and the meager stocks run out 

Also, be spoke of wide- 
spread dread of urban warfare 
fa Juba’s streets if the rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation 
Array (SPLA) ends its long 
siege of the dty with a military 
advance. Fear is exacerbated 
by the signoff of broadcasts 
from the clandestine, rebel 
radio statison: “Black people 
be ready.” 

John Garang, a renegade 
army colonel, sent his Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) into the southern bush 
fa early 1983. He accused the 
Arab Muslim-dominated cen- 
tral government of disdrimi- 
natfag against the ethnically 
African non-Muslim south- 
erners and demanded econo- 
mic, political and administra- 
tive changes favouring the 
south. 

Sudan is Africa’s largest 
country, as big as the Umted 
States east of the Mississippi 
River, and wretchedly poor. 

Hundreds of thousands have 
died fa the rebellion, mainly 
dvilian victims of famin e 
caused by farmers’ being 
driven from their fields to seek 


sanctuary in government-con- 
trolled {daces like Juba, 1,200 
kilometres south of the capital 
Khartoum. 

A small dty, Juba is egre- 
gfously overcrowded. More 
than half its inhalu tili ntB, living 
fa crude camps on the 
peripheries, are displaced peo- 
ple. Juba has been shelled 
twice, on Jan. 21 and Jan. 26. 

Eiffe said at least 23 cmfians 
died, fadudfag 13 Ugandan 
refugees, a 7-month-old baby 
and three okl people whose 
hearts gave out under fire. 

He saud the shelling stopped 
all work, schools and even 
food distribution in Juba as 
people expected renewed 
attacks. 

Distribution is so limited 
now, said Eiffe, that rations 
are half those considered 
minimal daily fare by interna- 
tional standard. 

Since fee gov ernm ent ban- 
ned relief flights fa the south 
on Nov. 3 became of renewed 
fighting, some of the worst fa 
the war, Juba’s only source of 
food has been daily Sudan Air- 
ways flights chartered by the 
Lutheran Worid Federation fa 
Nairobi. 

The flights bring fa 50-60 


tonnes of food a day. To feed 
its population adequately, 
Juba needs 150 tonnes daily. 

“The Sudan Airways pilots 
are very brave, ■ Eiffe said. 
“They fly fa despite SPLA 
(missile) attacks an them. 

“Thousands of people 
gather around the Sudan Air- 
ways office fa Juba trying to 
get tickets out They fly out 
around 80 to 100 Sudanese 
daily.” 

Chi Jan. 29, rebel radio again 
advised Juba residents to 
evacuate to escape the shells 
that will fan again. 

Most of Jura’s 80 to 120 
expatriates have left to Nairo- 
bi, singly or fa small groups, 
on the Lutheran Worid Fed- 
eration flights. Project Super- 
visor-Bob Koepp said fa Nairo- 
bi that 36 already flew out. 

A handful remain. Eiffe and 
his colleague, British national 
Gariy Jones, said they intend 
to return soon. 

“There is too ranch that still 
needs to be done,” Jones said. 

Eiffe said Jnba residents 
crowded into his office, the 
Agency for Cooperation and 
Research fa Development, 
begging for shovels and picks 
to dig bankers to hid fa. Others 


fled to the deep banks of the 
Nfle for protection. 

Still, he said, many were 
wounded during the 45-mfaute 
barrages that came from Juba's 
eastern outskirts. 

Some of tiie Western eva- 
cuees in Khartoum and Nairo- 
bi blamed both the army and 
tiie rebels for Juba’s despera- 
tion. 

They said the rebels shelled 
Juba indiscriminately with 
anti-personnel rockets, which 
make a terrifying noises when 
they explode and burst into 
hundreds of pieces of maiming 
shrapnel 1 

As for the army, evacuees 
said, it has thrown up a secur- 
ity cordon including landmines 
around the city. While this 
keeps out rebels, they said, 
soldiers refuse to let civilians 
leave, thereby keeping a pro- 
tective dvifian umbrella for 
themselves. 

One evacuee said many 
southerners in Jnba sympathise 
with the rebel cause, but no- 
body can understand their pur- 
pose fa shdfing Juba. He said 
residents listen to gov ern ment 
and rebel propaganda and feel 
trapped fa tiie mkfle. 

'These evacuees spoke on 


cohciition they not be identi- 
fied by name or orgamsatm . : 
The army has 9,000 to 
10,000 troops in tiie Juba garri- 
son, plus several thousand other 
armed civilians and nnfitia. 
About 5,000 rebels are thought 
to surround the dty, but unit- 
ary sources in Kh ar to u m said 
they lack the firepower- or 
manpower to take Juba._ 
Jura's marker is abnost ribn- 
existent. Prices of the few., 
goods available have skyrock-. 
eted far beyond the readt ofaH 
but the handful of wealthy and 
tiie sokfiers. '• 

90-kflogrammc sack of dura, 
the sorghum-like staple cereal of 
the Sudanese, costs 2,000 
Sudanese pounds ($165), 15 
times its normal juice of 130 
pounds ($10.75). 

An average salary fa Sudan 
is 400-500 pounds ($3541), but 
most of Juba’s fahabitants have j 
ho jobs. . ; 

. “A few weeks ago, food was 
tiie major concern,” Eiffe said. 
“Now that’s changed, an d it’s 
terror from shelling 
’The food is dnnfaishing. 
We’re at a very early point of 
malnutrition. But if the planes 
keep coining fa, Juba will 
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WFPto extend 
highlands project 
for five more years 

AMMAN (2.T.) « Floor ndsM tanenf be gtidwl 

jo Jordan, feMftmdafbr pro* The new phare of foe project, 
jccts, an jocmmfe&epogmfe- ifokfcb<xaKatfaiedm&M^ 
non growth me end land area* of frbid, Jensb, Salt, 

sncnc bans p rom pte d tbewond Amman, Aikmn, Zama, Mada- 
farijfrognuwift (WP), which tft, Kxrak, Mtfraq, Tkfflefrwd 
c a ffiliate d to the United Nations Mwp, js f.*pf ***** to benefit 
Food and Agriculture Otgama- xdqjlH taxmen. 
tions (FAO), tp extend a protect "At least 7.50G poor farm 

for the dev e l o p m e nt erf we high- hnstehokfe stand to benefit frmn 
land BgricdUuai. rcgoia of Jor- ft,” according to Efcour. 

<**“ f or five mote yean, a ccord- • - The main asm of she project is 
mgto^raxihBr^cagjo<wSjdm to Step aod eroskm and produce 
Ekoor. the project d irector. fruits, accor din g to Bkoor. 

Ekoor mr quoted br the Jor- , Ac cori mg to WFP officUh 
<lan New* A fCTcy . fetn. u jw« . «te food BMtmce wonld 

saying that tfce^VFP would spend h ^P compensate finnes for the 
*26 million over tire oomhufivc teg xamy U » o f mcoroe when 
years starting from April 1990 to H *“** °°P 

extension to tbe devcloptncnt nwrt petxtectiaB. 
project* winch has been going on - , 

for mm than two decades. Jwqutuiuw 

The WFP assofimee, Efcbar- 

said, will be in the fonn of floor, _ Referring to the terms reqtm 
sugar, cooking oil, dues asd hr a tanner to be involved 


men whose lands acre involved in shook! he weU-marked plot a 
the project. . nokmfotefiOTdtmnnHinan 

WFP assMtence tn tlv> fwrfitanrf bat DOt ttceedbx SO i fanii r 


*®k£ 

pfficer. 


WFP Mawetyiyy tn fo* h ffikiTwJ 
agricultural regions in Iordan is 
now in its fourth phase «"»> the 
new plans entail reclaiming 
■ 150,000 rinmwm Qf faiyt | EfcoUT 
said. He saad that the project 
en tails removing stones, pt-ring 
fruit trees, btmdmg stone m3 
barbed wire fences, drifting arte- 
sian wefls and roads. 

For the first time in the pro* 
jeet’s history, domestic «m» >A 
will be brought to be raised 
around (he ho m e s effujnen in 
the rural regions which wEB also 
be grown wjfliarmnaJ feed, espe- 
cially in the first three years, to 
involve women In husbandry 
work asd to collect manure to 
fertilise -the fields and nrovkSe 
sufficient protein food for die 


Referring to the terms required 
for a tanner to be involved in 


shook! be weU-marked plot and 
no fern than fom dunmns in area, 
bat dm exceeding SO dmmzos, 
and that «w««i rrinfaft on the- 
land should not be fen than 250 
mSfimetres and should not have 
benefi t t e d from earlier devdop- 
ment scheme*. 

But these preconditions could 
change depemfiog on the WFP's 
plans asd advice, he said. 
However, the Ministry of Agri- 
culture will brae re gulations ab- 
ou these eomfirions soon, Ekoor 
added. 

According to WFP officials, 
carder phases included die con- 
struction of mndbreakexs, fknn 
bmkfings and ost ein s . TUs time 
fodder crop win be planted as a 
pilot project in order to better 
integrate livestock raising with 
rammed f ar m ing . 
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NATIONAL NEWS IN 


Lower House panels to meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Loots’ H ouse of Parimmenfs Health and 
Environmental Safety Committee meets Monday to (Sians laws 
related the Jordan Dentists Association, die Iordan medical board 
and the National Medical Institution. The House’s Palestine and 
Occupied Ter ri tories Committee win Tuesday resume discussions 
on die effects of Jordan’s disengagement from the West Bank. Also 
the House’s Hoanoal Committee wffl meet Wednesday to discuss 
income tax laws. ' --. •; «&*>. - * - . - ■ ~ . 

Qaisl report* on anti-drug talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Brigadier Hashem AJ Qaisi, director of the 
Arab Anti-Narcotics Bureau, retained to Amman Sunday after 
r e pre se n ting the Council of Arab Interior Ministers at toe 26th 
mfttring of the Near and Middle East sob-committee for combat- 
ting drags beklm Vienna, oa Jan. 24 and 25. Qajri and other Arab 

th«r stands contra iring several issues, 
particularly backing dem a nd s by Syria, Bahrain and Qatar to join 
the sub-committee and demanding Arabic be adopted as a working 
| gngn»gff besides Fn glfrh by die sub-committee. The sub-commit- 
tee discussed xneans to counter drag smugging operations and the 
implementation of a United Nations agreement to combat drags- 

Information experts continue meetings 

AMMAN (Petra) — Specialists entrusted with following up the 
implementation of resolutions adopted by intm-governmental 
co nfe rence on information policies continued discussions Sunday 
and reviewed two working papers. The first, presorted by pr, 
Nabil A1 Dajani, dealt via die importance of accurate statistical 
d ata in developing the information process at the Arab level. The 
second paper, presented, by Dr. Karim A1 Wafer, dealt with the 
realities and nreds of information traiiilug in the Arab World. 

OAF to attend meeting on women 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Queen AHa Social Welfare Fuad (QAF) 
will take part m a confiscate on scopes for better fife for women 
scheduled to begin in Alexandria, Egypt, Tuesday. The three-day 
conference will discuss health and educational needs and legal 
rights of 12- to 20-year-old girls. Taking part is foe conference are 
30 women working in social and legal services fields, govern men t 
institutions and information in the Arab countries. The QAF will 
be represented ax the conference by In’am Darwish and Tagfaroed 
Atiyen.- 

Archltectural exhibition opens 

AMMAN r(J.T.) — An architectural e ng ineering educational 
exhibition was opened Sunday at the Jordan Umvesrity of Science 
and Technology (JUST). The week-long exhibition of works by 
Ja’afar Touqan inrfnrie* architectural design s rad pho tograp hs as 
well as moaels in Jordan and other Arab countries, . . 

RSS to conduct cement tests 

AMMAN (J.T.)— The Royal Scientific Society (RSS) wffl conduct 
periodic laboratory tests on products of the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company (JCFC), according to an agreement recently 
signed between the RSS and JCFC. The tests wffl mdndeorcfinary 







frosty weather has taken to toB on agricirftaral 
crops Is the Jordan Valley, prompting the author- 
ities to accelerate moves towards totrodndng an 
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scheme for farmers (J.T. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following li s tin gs are compiled from monthly bolletms and 
the daily Arabic press, jteadtos are advised.to verify tbe Sated 
tone and place with the concerned institutions. 
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dr AplarifeartcihMlinwhfchiaclndespafaittB^ac^iifeseaand 
(wmi*! works xt tbe SpanUi Ctfenral Cube — ft# pn. 
it An exhtifeku of photos of plays d irected by Cherom, fifes- 
gnfek, fifenoekhtae, Ftachon anti ethers, at fee French 
Cattail Centre. 

CONCEIT 

it A concert by french asd player Mirk loopuyt at the 
ThflMldptta Bold — fcW pjo- 

* An arcUtectand qhfeltfon by Ja’fer Tooqra at toe Jordan 
UUmrity of Sdence and Techuiriogy. • 


•Regular’ platefuls end 
•food strike’ at. hospital 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

o 

AMMAN — ‘A u food strar" u one cA Amman’s yugest 
hominto appeared to have ended Sunday after the 
aunoritiu met the employees' demands for reinstate- 
ment of better quality food and “regular*’ portions. 

H Iz seems that tbe management has agreed to reverse 
to dedskm about tbe food served to the staff and patients 
became today tbe menu was better than last Thursday," 
when tbe tone triggered employees' protest actioo, said a 
doctor w or king at A1 Bashir government hospital. 

The doctor was one of tbe few who trickled into the 
hospital qfcicria Sunday evening after staying away for 
three days in a protest against the redaction in the 
quantity of food. Almost the entire staff were reported to 
have staged a hunger strike Friday. 

According to a management source at the hospital, 
“there is no problem anymore; everything has been 
settled." 


According to information available to the Jordan 
Tunes, the reduction in quantity came after a contract 
between a catering rompfey and tbe A1 Bashir Hospital 
ended Jan. 31. mid the National Medical Institution 
(NMX) — mod direct control of the staff cafeteria, 
which terns over 800 meals every day to the hospital’s 
doctors, muses and general staff. 

Under die terms of a new contract, the original 
contractor, Wccare, is now in charge of p repa ring and 
serving food; the “basic products” are supplied by the 
NML The previous contract had assigned the total 
catering operations to Wecare. 

“Now tbe National Medical Institution is in charge of 
c a t e ring, and another company is involved,*’ said two 
dooms who moke to die Jordan Times on condition of 
anonymity. However, the food was described by many 


staff members as of low qnafity and little until Sunday 
evening. 

“Tin evening it’ is better," said one of the doctors. 
“The quality is good and the quantity served is also 
almost normal," he said. 

No authoritative spokesman for Wecare was avaflahle 
for oomment. 

.. However, one of to sniff at the catena asserted that 


But ihis was immediately several tnembas 

of (be staff who said “everybody showed solidarity and 
boycotted tbe cafeteria.” 

Explaining tbe reasons behind the NMTs original 
decision to redact (he quantity of food served at A1 
Bashir Hospital, an NMZ source said that earlier it nsed 
to cost JD 1.40 per meal at the hospital, “bat now with 
the devaluation of the dinar by over 40 per cent and 
rising food prices the same meal » costing JD 2^0.” 

Aaraxitng to a source dose to (be dispute, "oimoaslv, 
tbe NMI wants to maintain the ID 1.40 price so it 
reduced the portions and quality in order to remain 
within to original budget.’’ 

“But, the net result was reduced food portions, which 
the 800 or so employees of the hospital protested with 
their so-called 'food strike',” safe the source, who 
preferred to remain anonymous. 

The source said tbe NMI move to assume control of 
catering applied to all hospitals under to control. But no 
counter moves wens reported from other hospital any 
other than AI Bashir Hospital. 

Dr. Abdul Salaam Majali, director of NMI, could not 
be reached toe rfymmmi Sunday. 

According to numerous acootmis by Al R»dh«r staff 
members and patients, the chaige in food, both "in 
terms of quality and quantity," was “drastic.” 

“A breast of chicken which nsed to be served to one 
person was split among two or t hree ," a young 
intern. “We used to have one small cn n »*«.— each of 
yoghurt, and this was reduced a couple of spoonfids. 
Instead of a decent portion of salad, we had to grope to 
find tomatoes and encumbers,” he safe. 

Another doctor said that breakfast consisting of an egg 
and a piece of bread for doctors on-call was stopped and 
“the tea in the morning was no longer available.” 

“The shop outside the hospital did booming business 
over the last three days," he said. 

A shopkeeper near the hospital confirmed the 
account. Agreeing to be quoted only as “Aba Sulei- 

maiu"theshcpkee p eriaid: •‘MyhramaaAiriw grti^isiff 

three days was as much as three weeks in nonnal times." 

Patients were abo affocted by tbe reduction hi food at 
the hospital, according to some staff members. “Even 
the patients were getting low quantity food tint simply 
was not enough.” The Jordan Times could not interview 
any of the patients to verify this charge. 


NMI blames ministry, 
drugstores for shortage 


Tourism 

corporation 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Nation- 
al Medical Institaficm (NMI) in 
Jordan believes that the current 
crisis over the shortage of meth- 
ane in the market is largely due to 

HeaSSh^and local drag! stores, 
according to a senior NMI offi- 
daL 

Tbe ministry wants to retain 
the same prices for medicines 
while the thogstozes arc deman- 
ding a higher price because they 
say that the drags were bought 
for higher prices, NMI Deputy 
Director General Badte Qawas- 
meh tokl Petra. "The beat solu- 
tion for foe problem is fouling 
foe drug prices and not creating a 
parallel market for selling mem- 
one," Qawasmeh said. 

Qawasmeh said that NMI hos- 
pitals did not have any medicine 




health services can assured of 
suffioent amounts of medacme. 

“Any shortage of medidne in 
pharmacies is the sole responsi- 
bility of the Ministry of Health 
which is now trying to find a 
solution for the dispute with foe 
drugstores,” Qawasmeh added. 

Different types of mediane in 
large quantities are now lying in 
drugstores in Amman awaiting 
die end of the dispute and an 
agreement on pricing, Petra said. 


In the past four months, NMI 
distributed large quantities of 
medicnie to health centres oper- 
ated by foe Ministry of Health 
and to private hospitals, including 
Al Khahdi, Al Qnds and Tjtwnila 
hospitals, “although tins is not an 
NMI responsibility,” Qawasmeh - 


However, he added, NMI has 
now adopted a rationalisation 
policy concerning the dispensing 
of medicine at all hospitals to 
avoid waste which in certain cases 
reached upto 30 per cent. 

NMI bought JD 7 million 
worth of medkme in 1988. But, 
at present currency rates the con- 
signment is worth JD 13 million, 
Qawasmeh said. 

By ar m tiring substantial quan- 
tities before the devaluation of 
the dinar, NMI has saved a great 




country, he said. 

Qawasmeh said that the NMI 
has completed a study for renting 
a number of hospitals owned now 
by the private sector so as to 
channel maternity cases to them 
in light of the congestion in NMI 


Qawasmneb said that two hos- 
pitals for all of Irbid is not enough 
and tbe NMI plans to set up a 
hospital in Kora in the Irbid 
district. 


JUST seminar to review 
child growth surveillance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A scientific 
workshop on foe operational 
toch used m condncting mtem^ 
tfemorutoringandsiiiveftianreof 
child-growth and development is 
gping to be held at the Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology (JUST) on Thursday and 
Friday. • . 

Tbe Department of Comnmn- 
ity Medicine and Public Health of 
the SchAol of Mecfiaiie at the 
unive rsity is the o r g anise r and 
sponsor of the workshop. The 
activity may be recognised as one 
step rornard in promoting the 
amcept of “coatinuou . medical 
education” according to. a unt- 
versity press release, ft comes in 
accordance with foe recently 
evolving attention towards a pre- 
ventive strategy that aims at 
seeming better chances for child 
health and development, foe 
press release said. 


win be 
child 1 


amt of maternal and 
centres under the 


health directorate of Irbid. Later, 
those physicians will act as train- 
ers to the body of midwives and 
health workers attached to these 
centres. 

The supervision over tbe work- 
shop activities will be the respon- 
sibility of a group of teaching staff 
members in the Department of 
Community Medicine; these are 

Professor Dr. Sa’ad S. ffijazi 
(Dean of the Faculty of Medi- 
cine), Professor NaJtted Kamel, 
Dr. Ra’eda Qutob, and Ibrahim 
Khatib. 

Among the tr aining dements 
which wm be discussed and prac- 
tised in this workshop are: The 
technique used in assessing 
growth, statistical demonstration 
of growth data, local factors in- 
finendng chftd growth, the high 
risk groups prone to growth fin- 
hires in foe c ommunit y , and the 
standard screening tests used in 
screening for developmental de- 
lays at early dzBdhoQd. 


Workshop debates 
agriculture insurance 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prospects 
for applying agricultural insur- 
ance m Jordan will be dife-mwi 
by officials and spcriafati from 
Jordan and specialised organisa- 
tions during a two-day workshop, 

which was opened in Amman 


2 fyed Al Sbffleh 
to tbe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Tourism Invest- 
ment Corporation (TIC) made 
record profits from its operations 
in 1989, amounting to JD 1.7 


tbe corporation’s 
according to TEC Director Ismail 
Al Hassan. 

Hassan said that profits in 1988 
amounted to JD 599 373 and JD 
219,000 in 1987. This year the 
corporation is bound to make as 
much profits as those gained in 
1989, he said. 

Hhssan told tbe Jordan Times 
that the TIC could do all it can to 
improve p erfor ma nce despite the 

current economic recession and 
difficulties m tourism. 

Hassan expected the tourism 
industry to receive a boost next 
month with the arrival of large 
groups of foreign tourists from 
Finland, Italy, France and the 
United States. 

The c o rpor a tion, Hassan said, 
is also encouraging domestic 
tourism to orient Jordanians on 
place of interest, such as 
archaeolorical rites and spas as 
well the Dead Sea. 

The corporation will set up 
hotels and a resthouse in the 
ancient Nabatean rity of Petra 
tins year and will improve ser- 
vices to attract more viators, he 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Ziyad and Riyad Rajah Hanieh warmly 
congratulate their friend 

Sami Zanonetian 

on his wedding to 

Elizabeth Giragossian 

May God bless your marriage. 



Ministry of Agriculture offi- 
cials said the workshop, orga- 
nised by foe ministries of agricul- 
ture ana planning in cooperation 
with the west German i«clwitg=aT 
cooperation agency, would deal 
with the matter of insurance in 
view of dangers to crops brought 
about by natural causes like 
drought, frost, floods, fires, dis- 
ease, locusts and others. 

Ministry of Agriculture Secret- 
ary General Sami Sutma tokl the 
•open in g session of the wo rksho p, 
being field at Antra Hotel, that 
agricultural insurance was one of 
foe most feasible elements that 
help stabi&e the agricultural sec- 
tor in Jordan. There have been 
some studies about dm matter 
but tbe government has not yet 
taken any practical steps tor 
adopting this kind of insurance, 
Sunna sad. 

He noted that His Royal High- 
ness Grown Prin ce Hassan’s call 
on the concerned authorities to 
give due attention to agricultural 


insurance following the floods 
that swept some parts of the 
country, especially foe Jordan 
Valley, in foe past years promp- 
ted the Ministry of Agriculture to 
seriously consider insurance 
against agricultural losses and 
damages. 

Tbe floods caused extensive 
damage to crops and homes of 
small fanners in the Jordan Val- 
ley and other areas of Jordan. 

Following the floods, the 
zuiuzstty setup a special technical 
committee grouping representa- 
tives of the ministry and other 
sectors involved in agriculture to 
draw up proposals for the new 
endeavour, Snnna added. He said 
that the report recommended 
agricultural insurance, bnt there 
are obstacles in implementing the 
scheme. 

“The idea of insurance is still 
ambiguous for fanners who have 
their own social traditions, and 
the ministry has been lacking 
qualified staff to conduct insur- 
ance,” Sunna said. “Now it is 
possible to commence im- 
plementing such endeavour, 
whidi wifl no doubt benefit foe 
majority of farmers ” he added. 

Dr. Safwan Touqan, secretary 
general of foe Ministry of Plan- 
ning, told the session that the 


I9S&-1990 five year plan provided 
for promot i ng agriculture in Jor- 
dan on a large scale and for 
improving farmers’ income, in- 
creasing foe country’s output and 
' protecting the environment. 

Agricultural insurance, Tou- 
qan added, "plays a vital role in 
increasing agricultural output, 
helps to bnng stability to farmers, 
encourages the private sector tt> 
get more involved in farming, 
reduces movement of people 
from rural to urban areas and 
minimises dependence on gov- 
ernment subsidies.” 

Taking part in the workshop 
are delegates from the ministries 
of agriculture, industry and trade 
and planning as well as the Agri- 
cultural Credit Corporation, the 
Agricultural Marketing Organisa- 
tion, the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation, the Jordan Valley 
Farmers Association, tire Jorda- 
nian Insurance Companies Asso- 
ciation, the United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID), the Association of 
Banks in Jordan, the Central 
Bank of Jordan, foe United Nar 
tions Development Programme 
(UNDP), the U.N. Food and 
Agricultural Organisation (FAO) 
and the Arab Organisation for 
Agricultural Development. 


expected 

today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The results of 
foe trad-year Tawjihi examina- 
tions taken by students of the 
second secondary class last month 
will be announced Monday by the 
Ministry of Education, which 
organised the examinations for all 
government and private schools 
m the Kingdom, according to an 
announcement made Sunday by 
Dr. Mohammad Sayd Obeadat, 
foe ministry's director of ex- 
aminations and evaluation. 

In a statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Obeidatr Said foe results, winch 
wiB be distributed to schools in all 
regions, had been delayed fin- six 
days this year awaiting foe 
announcement of Tawjihi results 
in foe occupied territories. 

A total of 66,302 male and 
female students took the ex- 
aminations, up from nearly 
60,000 in the last scholastic year, 
sitting for seven different streams 
— literature, science, commerce, 
agriculture, industrial nursing 
and hotel management 

Obeidat described the results 
of the scientific stream as 
“good", with the least average 
grade for English language at 70 
per cent and rising as high as 92.8 
per cent for some students in 
Arabic language. 

He said tbe results of the liter- 
ary stream were not as good, with 
the least grade for English at 40 
per cent while foe highest grade 
was 74.1 per cent for Islamic 
education. Results for tbe com- 
mercial stream were rood with 
the least average grade at 53.1 
per cent while the highest was 
93.5 per cent, according to 
Obeidat. 

The agricultural stream stu- 
dents did “very well” in the ex- 
amination, with the least grade at 
623 per cent and foe highest at 
100 per cent and the industrial 
stream was also good with the 
least grade at 523 per cent and 
the highest at 100 per cent 

Obeidat said that foe general 
average grades ranged between 
70 to 80 per cent 

In June, foe same students will 
at for foe second and last ex- 
amination for the 1989-1990 scho- 
lastic year; bat those who fail in 
any subject can take make-up. 
examinations in subsequent ex- 
aminations. 

According to Obeidat, 239 stu- 
dents had their papers cancelled 
from last month's examinatio ns 
for certain violations of regala- 


Private sector details 
sheep import proposal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Supply 
Merchants Assaation in Jordan 
has submitted a proposal to the 
Ministry of Supply for foe import 
of live sheep and cattle, which, it 
said, would save the country a 
total of JD 22 milli on diffetnee in 
price for imported slaughtered 
sheep or in government subsidies 
for meat 

The Association’s deputy-pres- 
ident, Mohammad Deeb, said in. 
a statement carried by foe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that Jorda- 
nian merchants had expressed 
ipariinesa to import sheep from 
Australia and Uruguay to be 
slaughtered at the Amman 
slaughter house. 

Each of foe imported live 
sheep win not be more than two 
yearn of age and will not weigh 
more than 25 kilogrammes and 
wiU cost for S45 or JD 30 each 
including freight to Aqaba, Deeb 
said. 

Deeb said that tbe price of a 
kilogramme would reach JD 
1.250, and a 30 per cent profit for 
all dealers would a make it JD 
1.600 per kflo for tbe consumers. 

Deeb said the animals* hide 
and bowels when sold can cover 
all the expenses of the importer 
and foe cost of stabling and feed- 
ing them. 

The proposal was prompted by 
the shortages of fresh meat im- 
ported from Bulgaria and Roma- 
nia due to recent upheavals in tbe 
two countries. To make up for 
tiie shortage of fresh meat, the 
Ministry of Supply has imported 
large quantities of frozen meat 
from New Zealand. Tbe meat 
now sells for JD 1-500 a kilo, 
while local fresh meat is still in 
short suppty. 

In comparing prices, Deeb said 
in Ids statement that imported 
fresh from Romania and 

Bulgaria cost JD 1.600 a kilo and 
sold tor JD 1.120 which means a 


loss of 480 fils per kilogramme. 
Deeb estimated foe annual loss in 
meat subsidy at JD 12 million. 

Turning to beef and cow meat, 
Deeb said that the government 
was paying some JD 10 milli on in 
subsidies and in difference in 
prices. The mimstiy suggested 
that it could allow foe private 
sector to import live cows to be 
slaughtered m Jordan in a similar 
manner, he said. A kilogramme 
erf cow meat will arrive Imre at JD 
1300 and will be sold to the 
consumers for JD 1.60 with bone 
and JD 2.000 without bone, 
according to Deeb. 

Deeb also suggested the crea- 
tion of a company to ferry sheep to 
Aqaba and said that foe private 
sector, and • investment funds 
conk! be involved in foe opera- 
tion, floating stables with a capac- 
ity of 120,000 heads of sheep 
each. 

He said tiie creation of such 
company does not cost more than 
the toal amount of subsidy on 
meat for three years. 

For its part, the Ministry of 
Supply welcomed foe proposal' 
that foe private sector import live 
sheep but said importers should 
pay duty on each head of sheep 
entering Jordan contrary to what 
foe merchants demanded. 

In bis statement, Deeb said 
that the government should not 
charge any duty on the imported 
sheep and can remove the subsidy • 
on meat in return. 

The ministry issues licences for 
merchants to import live sheep, 
but duties will be- levied on foe 
imports, according <° a niinistiy 
official. He said that unless laws 
are changed nothing can be done 
about the duty charges. 

Ministry of Agriculture offi- 
cials said Jordan had almost three 
million heads of sheep bnt not 
sufficient to cover the country’s 
needs. 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Af Hussein 

On the Occasion of the 12th Meeting of 
The Executive Board of the Arab 
Academy of Music 
and the 1st Arab Music Rostrum 

The National Music Conservatory/ 

Noor Al Hussein Foundation 


The French Cultural Centre/Amman 
present 

The French ’Ud Player 

Mark Loopuyt 

in concert 

Main Hall/Philadelphia Hotel 
Monday, 5 February 1990, 8:00 p.m. 

More conceits for the occasion: 


Date 

Concerts 

Tuesday 

ARAB NAGHAM ORCHESTRA 

6/2 

(in cooperation with the 
Association of Jordanian * 


Musicians) 

Wednesday 

Pianist and Composer 

7/2 

PATRICK LAMA 

Thursday 

8/2 

Iraqi ’Ud Player 
MUNIR BASHIR 
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Process not in vain 

EXAMINATION of the 1990 draft budget by the Finance 
C o m m i t t ee of the Lower House took 21 days followed by 
three foil days of intense debate by the House itself. The 
ddtiberath»s ended by the expected approval of the bndget 
by a majority of about tkee to one and only after a minor 
one per cent redaction of certain office expenses. 

This does not necessarily mean that the lengthy democra- 
tic process was in vain, fa fact, the budget was prepared 
with that process in mind, so the debate was both healthy 
and useful. When you have a strong army, it is more likely 
that you don’t need to use it because your potential enemy 
has already taken note of your preparedness. 

One has to point oat though that the budget was not the 
Badran government’s budget. It was drafted, approved by 
the Cabinet and referred to Parliament at least one week 
before Mr. Badran was asked to form Ms government. 

The main winner of the parliamentary debate was the. 
“ecomtaic correction programme” approved by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF). For the Hist time the toll 
text of the programme was maA> pob|fc, and the 

opposliq; voices here and there, the programme was 
effirtivcly accepted or at least tolerated. The budget of 1998 
was the second phase of the five-year programme, and a step 

forw ard in the direction of achieving its gods, mnMy thorn 
ahned at lowering the deficit and moving tow ard s self- 
sufficiency. 

There is, however, a feeling that the bndget did not da 
much in a direct way to alleviate mmnploynmnt, inflation, 
poMte consumption and encourage new investments. But 
the bndget did a lot indteectiy. The economic stabffity may 
spur confidence and investments which create Jobs, and the 
reduced deficit will control inflation. The budget was and 
continues to be the' major io^troament in feeding the 
Jordanian economy. 

In a way, the approval of the budget was a renewed vote 
of confidence in the government The remaining battle wifl 
be over some temporary economic laws winch need to be 
confirmed, especially the income tax law wfakfa touches on 
the pockets where it hurts. Here again, we don’t expect a 
mstfor problem. The govermnent seems to be doing very well 
fa handling tire legislature — for the time being at any rate. 


A1 Ra*i Arabic daily on Sunday again discussed the influx of 
Soviet Jews to occupied Palestine and said that proponents of 
such immigration tend to present it as a solution for a hmnanita- ■ 
nan problem. The paper noted that those backing the immigra- 
tion process tend to forget that more Jews in the occupied’ 
territories means a stronger Israel, militarily and politically and 
that such immigration wfll encourage Israel to bold on to the 
occupied Arab land and continue its aggression and its inhnman 
practices. The paper said that the Arabs have to deal with the 
situation on two fronts: to hold a summit where discussion should 
lead to a collective action on the international level and to launch 
a wide scale campaign to convene the long expected international 
conference where a lasting solution for the Arab-IsraeK conflict 
can be found. The Arabs want a peace that can ensure the return 
of all Arab tights and lands in exchange for this peace with Israel, 
said the paper. Although the Arabs realise that Israel would most 
certainly try to oppose any international move for a lasting 
settlement, they ought to move in all directions and take the 
initiative before it is too late, the paper concluded. 


Writing in A1 Ra’i daily Mahmoud A1 Rimawi says that the United 
States finds acute pleasure in watching the Palestinians suffering 
as a result of their deprivation of hnman rights, and delighted at 
watching more Jews converging on the occupied Palestinian land 
to settle on Arab territory. The writer says that Washington does 
not only support the immig ration of Soviet Jews, but is trying to 
facilitate and encourage this immigration winch could destroy the 
Palestinian people’s aspiration for freedom. Washington turns a 
deaf ear to all protests from the Arabs and the world c ommmrit y, 
and pretends that U.N. Security Council resolutions since 1948, 
which call for die return of the Arab population to their homeland 
in Palestine do not exist, the writer notes. Rimawi says Washing- 
ton realises that the cause of tension in the Middle But is Israel's 
■atrocities and inhnman practices in the occupied Arab territories, 
bat still continues to provide the Jewish state with all means to 
consolidate its hold over Arab territory. Furthermore, Washing- 
ton finds no way for explaining and defending its racist policies 
and its continued support for the criminal actions committed by its 
ally in occupied Palestine, said the writer. He says one can only 
hope for changes to happen and new developments world- wide 
winch could offer the Arabs a chance to regain their right. 


One can only describe the debates that preceded the endorsement 
of tire 1990 budget by parifament as an exercise of democracy in 
the fall sense of the word, Sawt A1 Sh— b Arabic daily said 
■ Sunday. Use paper noted that Prime Minister Mndar Badran, in 
his replies to the deputies’ remarks, shed more light on the 
situation in Jordan and grpiamgri that the Kingdom has limited 
'means. This, the paper said, gives dear indication to the ordinary 
citizens that they ought to act with responsibility to help both the 
executive and legislative authorities. But the keenness rfisplayed 
by both authorities during the debate on the need to safeguard 
public funds and to rationalise spending at all levels gives 
assurance that everything win be under control from now on; and 
no aggravation of the financial and economic situation could be 
-forthcoming, the paper added. It said that the government and 
parliament both shoulder a great responsibility seeking the 
people’s trust; and they ought to act accordingly and to rise to the 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed 



Jordan needs to reassess 


A TRAGEDY befell Jordan’s school system last week when an 
eight-year-old student was Irilied at the hands of his teacher at one 
of the public schools in Shobak. The tragedy has beep compoiind- 
ed by the fact that that murder did not stir much public outcry. 
There were very few voices that condemned the krOing and our 
pflr jjamgfl tar jann , who pride themselves in addressing issues of 
public interest, did very little if any to demand even an 
OT pbnafjrm of tiie i n f i Hwrf. Such an {miinm a and regrettable lack 
of in te re st in what goes on in our schools is something that is 
bothering many pa rents. Whatever the tine reasons that lie 
behind this indifference, we must now renew foe call for a public 
debate of the broader subject of schools and school cu rri cu l a. 

The very fact that a child was killed in one of Jordan’s schools in 
■ this last decade of the twentieth ceatmy is a grim reminder that all 
is not well in our schools. The revamping of the country’s school 


leaps fo r war d in thought, science and technology. Putting 
student-teacher relations on a sounder and mpre enlightened 
plateau is all the more urgent in view of the hypothesis that the 
death of the young student last week is just the tip of the iceberg 
that tell* a horrifying story about co ntinuin g mistreatment of 
students of afl ages. There is no doubt in xny mind that there are 


countless stories of maltreatment of students in both private and 
public schools that go on u nre corded or documented. The only 
way to deal with tins horrendous phenomenon is to have the new 
spirit of democracy which has permeated fife in the country 
succeed in making a beach-head on our school system where 
tyranny and oppression still rrign supreme. 

One fandamental aspect of democratisation of the school and 
uni ve rsi ty life is surely the promotion and development of freely 
elected student governments cm campuses. Through this ro ute, 
Jordanians can achieve two objectives: derate student-teacher 
relations to a d em ocratic plateau and train Jordanians in. the art of 
democracy as eariy as possible to enable them later in life to 
practise democracy in a mature and responsible manner. The 
country has no right to criticise foe repeated manifestation of 
irresponsibifily or immaturity by some voters or their elected 
representatives or question four sophistication or aw a rene ss as 
long as Jordanians are deprived of opportunities to learn the art of 
contemporary citizenship in the formative years of their lives. 

The faffing of foe young student last week also calls for the 
consideration and treatment of the broader subject of child abuse 
. in the Kingdom. There is no doubt that drild abuse of all sorts and 

forms is ran qmnt in OUT fife and- that the majority of child abtJSC 


cases still go on undetected and unresolved. 
need “ a%cdal 

loopholes e5in laws governing c^enandfe^^^^ 
Snordwsc. In tins van* it would be m onto ^e^nsna 
quasi-private society to monitor and treat child 
JafeuBfariMty-oWteated to treat its children m amorej*™®? 

it is bightoetiiatfoel^^ 
Jwi^SSSer child treatment besterted. 
should be encouraged to sign and jattfy the 
International Convention on the Protection of 
incorporate its guidelines and prw^^ 

Through respect of foe letter and sp urt 
domestic legislation on drild protection, the tiffing of stsufcntsar 
foe abuse of children would have a real cfaa«» to stop- 
The chagrin of the entire country over the death ofite 
eighl-year-old student can never be m eanin gful mid jKrfent 
enough to redress foe entire issue an 

Jordanians unless and until Jordanian children axe accord ed the 
fafi attention, care- and protection that rh£ 

in winch the entire country would honour them aM oonmn^o- 
rate the additional safeguards and protections accorded to tnem. 


Time to reduce American aid to Israel 


By Jawad F. George 

Jawad F. George is executive director of the National Associa- 
tion of Arab Americans , based in Washington. 


MOMENTOUS developments in 
Eastern Europe and Latin Amer- 
ica have placed compelling de- 
mands on foe United States units 
foreign-aid dollars at a time when 
huge deficits have forced sizeable 
budget reductions and heavily 
burdened the American tax- 

g yer. Senate Minority Leader 
ib Dole has brought this con- 
flict into focus for foe American 
public with his bold statement 
that we must consider cutting the 
allotments of some countries to 
benefit others. 

A sereins re-examination of 
the way in winch the United 
States allocates its foreign aid has 
been sorely needed for many 
yeais. 

Five countries now receive 
* two- thirds of the U.S. foreign-aid 
budget. One of the key causes of 
this inequity has been Congress 
- practice of stipulating that speci- 
fic sums be given to particular 


countries, without regard to the 
effect on U.S. commitments else- 
where. In recent years, tins prac- 
tice has tied the hands of foe 
Bush adminis tration and resulted 
in foe termination erf many neces- 
sary fait unprotected assistance 
programmes worldwide at a time 
when aggregate funding levels for 
U.S. foreign aid have declined. 

Dole has proposed a 5 per cent 
cut in aid to the five largest 
recipients — Israel, Egypt, Pakis- 
tan, the Philippines and Turkey. 
While all five should be expected 
to bear an equitable share of any 
future cuts in foe aid budget, four 
of these countries share certain 
important characteristics that 
would justify current levels of 
aid. All four are populous nations 
with low per-capita GNP and 
nnDioiis of their people living at 
bare substance levels or on the 
edge of poverty. And all four 
have developing economies with 


a need for massive — start-up 
investments in basic, industries 
and infrastructure. 

Israel is foe exception. It is a 
wealthy, developed nation with a 
high per-capita GNP and a high 
standard of living. It also main- 
tains, at great-expense;, an enor- 
mous military establishment that 
far surpasses that of any combina- 
tion of its neighbours, and that 
includes chemical and nuclear 
weaponry and h aUki tic-missiles 
technology. A prudent and equit- 
able allocation of aid would re- 
quire a larger reduction in assist- 
ance to Israel, relative to other 
recipients. 

The disproportionate Israeli 
share of U.S. foreign aid repre- 
sents an outlay of $608 for every 
Israeli citizen. Compare that to 
die 1990 allocation for the other 
four: Egypt, $43 per capita, Tur- 
key, $11, Philippines, $8, and 
Pakistan, $6. 

Since 1985 at least $3 billion a 
year in U.S. economic and milit- 
ary aid has been allocated for 
Israel. This enormous sum, 
however, accounts for only part 


of the benefits Israel receives. 
This year, as in the past, Israel 
was the only recipient to acquire 
its aid in a lump-sum transfer at 
foe beginning of the fiscal year. 
Unlike other countries, which 
must spend their military aid in 
foe United States, Israel is 
allowed to spend $400 million a 
year in Israel itself. U.S. law also 
stipulated that funds allocated to 
Israel be not less than the annual 
debt repayment from Israel to the 
United Steles government; a per- 
quisite that many poorer nations 
would welcome. Congress 
appropriated $7.5 million that 
Israel can use as foreign assist- 
ance to third countries. And, 
from accounts earmarked for 
migration and refugee assistance. 
Congress stipulated that $25 mil- 
lion was to be made available to 
Israel this year to assist foe Soviet 
and other refugees resitting in 
Israel, though many other nations 
are experiencing modi more 
pressing refugee problems. 

How Israel uses those refugee 
assistance funds may raise serious 
questions about its commitment. 


to peace. Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir recently implied that 
Israel must retain the occupied 
West Bank to accomodate the 
influx of Soviet Jews; a position 
that is unquestionably contrary to 
U.S. policy. 

Israel in recent years has been 
conducting numerous activities 
that imdermme its* claim to espe- 
cially large amounts of U.S. fore- 
ign assistance. Among the most 
glaring examples: Israeli espion- 
age against the United States, 
Israeli involvement in transfer- 
ring ballistic mfeale technology to 
South Africa and its .nudear 
cooperation with Pretoria, 
Israel's refusal to sign the Nodear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, Israel’s 
continued occupation of portions 
of Lebanon as well as foe West 
Bank, Gaza and the Golan 
Heights and its hnman right* 
abuses of Arab under the occupa- 
tion, Israeli faflure to advance the 


Bank and Gaza, mid the involve- 
ment of Israelis fin no torious acti- 
vities . detrimental to. U.S. in- 
terests in Colombia ami Panama . 


Under foe terms of U-S. law, 
these actions ought to disqualify. 
Israel ' from receiving, any U-S. 
assistance Whatsoever. ' Even if 
foe continuation of aid to Israel is 
deemed in the national interest, 
such aid shook! be used as fever- 
age to persuade Israel to adhere 
to foe baric standards of human 
rights and international law, and 
to meet foe requirements of 
American laws. U.S. aid should 
not be gfyeri to farad or any other 
rodpfent unconditionally. 

Dole has done the American 
. taxpayer a service by calling fora 
re-examination of U.S. aid 
allocations. But that re-exanrina- 
tion should go beyond proposals 
to cut aid by simple' formulas, it 
should include an assessment of 
whefoer.foreign aid, which is mi 
indispensable and worthy 
mechanism, is bring used for 
purposes that are beneficial dr ' 
detrimental to U.S. interests. 
With so many .countries desperate 
for scare U.S. assistance, not one 
-dollar should be wasted. — ^ Los 
Angeles Times: • - - - 


Mandela became world’smostinfluentialprispner 


‘ ' V ' 



By Laurfada Keys 

The Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca — Nelson Mandela, given a 
life sentence for plotting sabotage 
to overthrow the South African 
government, became the world’s 
most influential prisoner during 
what he described as ’long, lone- 
ly, wasted years.” 

Unheard and unseen by the 
public since 1962, he nevertheless 
came to be the most admired 
leader among South African 
blacks, who consider him foe 
embodiment of their quest for 
political freedom. 

In foe past, Mandela, 71, has 
rejected foe gove rnm ent’s repe- 
ated offers to release him if he 
would renounce violence or five 
in a tribal homeland. He said the 
government shonM renounce vio- 
ience, end apartheid and union 
his movement — the African 
National Congress. 

On Friday in Cape Town, Ftes- 
idem F.W. de Klerk declared that 
the ANC was legal again ami said 
Mande la soon would be freed un- 
conditionally. 

After Mandela's historic meet- 
ing July 5, 1989, with President 
P.W. Botha, a statement by foe 
ANC leader was released by the 
p r i s o n s service and broadcast on 
government-run radio and televi- 
sion. 

He said he had not deviated 
“ fr o m the position I have taken 
over foe past 28 years, namely 
that dialogue with foe mass 
democratic movement and, in 
particular, with the African 
National Congress, is the only 
way of ending' violence and bring- 
ing peace, to our country.” 

“I only would like to contribute 
to foe creation of a donate winch 
would promote peace in South 
Africa,” Mandela said. 

De Klerk replaced Botha in 
August 1989, and met with Man- 
dela at his Cape Town office on 
Dec. 13, 1989, amid intense ex- 
pectations that the prisoner 
would be freed in the new year. ' 

Mandela regularly has enter- 
tained his family aid streams of 
friends in a comfortable bouse at 
the Victor Verster prison fa™ in 
foe wine-growing region of Piaaxl. 
He had been t ran s fe med there 
on Dec. 6, 1988, after recovering 
from tuberculosis^ contracted at 
Fofismoor prison in Cape Town 
in August; 

Expectations of his release had 
been raised before, but each time 
foe government balked at freeing 
the man many blacks believed 
should be their president. 

Former Information Minister 
Stoftel van derMerwe said inJnly 
1988 that Mandela had saved 
enough time to pay for bis crimes 
and that the only thing keeping 


lnm in prison was the govexn- 
, mem’s uncertainty about the 
effect he would have on politics 
and national security. 

ft was a tacit admission of what 
Botha had dented for years — 
that Mandela was a political pris- 
oner. 

In 1985, Botha had allowed 
Zindzi Mandela to read her 
father’s response to the latest 
offer of conditional release be- 
fore a crowd in Soweto, the 
township outside Johannesburg 
where Mandela bad rented a 
home since foe 1940s. 

“Only free men can negotiate. 
Prisoners cannot enter into con- 
tracts,” Mandela said. “I cherish 
my own freedom dearly but I care 
even more for your freedom. Too 
many have food since I went to 
prison. Too many have suffered 
for the love of freedom. ...not 
. only I have suffered during these 
long, lonely, wasted years.” 

During his imprisonment Man- 
dela was xegarded as leader of the 
African National Congress, 
although the highest office he 
held before it was banned in 1960 
was deputy prcsidert-geaaraL . 

He was the first commander of 
its military wing, “Spear of the 
Nation,” which he helped form in 
1961 to engage in a progr a mme of 
sabotage against South Africa’s 
white-ruled government. 

He subseqnently toured Afri- 
ca, receiving nrititauy training and 
'explaining the ANCs cause. He 
was arrested after his return, in 
1962, and sentenced to five years' 
hard labour for leaving the coun- 
try illegally and meeting Macks to 
violate the law by striking. 

Mandela told foe court that- 
when his sentence was ended he 
would "take up again, as best I 


can, the str 
of those in; 
finally abo 
afl.” 


for the removal 
s until they are 
once and for 


T have no doubt that posterity 
will pro n o unc e that I was inno- 
cent, and that the criminals that 
should have been brought before 
this court are the members of 
the... g over nm ent,” he said. 

In July 1963, w hile Mandela 
was at foe Robben island max- 
imum security prison near Cape 
Town, police uncovered the 
ANC*s und ergroun d headquar- 
ters on a farm near Johannesburg 
and seized documents outlining 
plans for the guerrilla, campaign, 
xndudmg Mandela’s diary. • 

In June 1964, he and seven 
co-defendants were sentenced to 
Hfe in prison. 

“I do not deny that I planned 
sabotage,** he said in hs state- 
ment from the dock. “I (fid not 
plan it in a spirit of recklessness, 
nor because I have any love of 
violence. I {tanned it as a result 
of a calm and sober assessment of 


foe political situation that had 
arisen after years of tyranny, ex- 
ploitation and o p p re s si on of my 
people by whites.” 

He said he “cherished the ideal 
of a democratic and free society 
in which all persons five together 
in harmony and with equal 
opportunities. ...it is an ideal 
winch I hope to live for and 
achieve, but if need be an ideal 
for which I am prepared to die.” 
His wife, Winnie, jailed or 
banished through much of his 
imprisonment, raid, “in each and 
every single letter he has written 
over the past 20 years and in each 
and every visit, he has always 
been confident that he will come 
out and lead his people to libera- 
tion.” 

During most of his 18 years on 
Robben tslaod,, Mandela endured 
substandard food, deprivation of 
news and . reading material, »nd 
hard labour that included gather- 
ing, seaweed and smashing rock. 
Yet he often wrote his wife that 
the' hardest thing to endure was 
foe treatment she received. 

He wrote that he sometimes 
wondered “whether any kind of 
commitment can ever be suffi- 
cient excuse for abandoning a 
young and inexperienced woman 
in a pitiless desert.” 

In April 1982, Mandela and 
five colleagues were transferred 
to Pollsmoar prison in a white 
suburb outride Cape Town. They 
shared a large cell where Mande- 
la cultivated a vegetable garden 
and complained about the condi- 
tions. He was allowed to pursue 
his studies for an advanced law 
degree, which he received in ear- 
ly 1989, and eventually began. 
rcceiviM nncensored newspapers 
and radio reports. 

Mandela’s communications 
with his wife and family w ere 
restricted to 40-urinute visits and 
one 500- word letter per month, 
monitored to mak« sore only 
family matters were discussed. 
-On May 12, 1984, Mandela and 
his wife were allowed to embrace 
for the first time in 22 years. 

Mandela was born July 18, 
1918, the son of a tribal chief, and 
re ceive d a relatively privile ged 
iqrfringmg in Transited, a Xhosa 
homeland th«- government 
declared an independent xcoub- 
fic- He attended Methodist 
schools and was admitted to the 
Made university of Fort Hare in 
1938, but was expelled in 1940 for 
leatfing a student strike with Oliv- 
er Tambo, now die ANCs exiled 
president. 

. To avoid an arranged tribal 
marria ge, Mandela fled to Johan- 
nesburg, where he woik&d as a 

E rficeman at a gold mine, as a ■ 
w derk, and for a real estate 
agenc y mn b y Walter SSsulu, later 1 
. to be imprisoned with him. Man- 


dela boxed as a heavyweight and 
studied law at foe predominantly 
white university of foe Wit- 
wateesrand. 

He married a nurse, Evelyn 
Mase, who bore him two daugh- 
ters and two sons. One daughter 
died in infancy and one son was 
kilted in a car crash in 1970. The 
couple divorced in 1955. 

Mandela, Tambo and Sisoln 
formed foe ANC youth league in 
1944, and Mandela became its 
president in 1950. He was chief 
organiser of the ANCs defiance 
campaign in 1952, encouraging 
people to break South Africa's 
racial separation laws. 

He and Tambo formed the first 
blade law partnership in the coun- 


try and were charged in Decem- 
ber 1952 under the suppression of 
C ommun ism act for their part in 
the javfl disobedience campaign. 
He received the first of many 
banting orders, r es tri ct in g hn 
activities. . 

He continued to work secretly 
and was charged fa December 
1956 with treason, akmg with 155 
other Sooth Africans oc afl races 
who had supported the freedom 
charter, calling fin: a non-radal 
democracy and a socialist-based 
economy. 

While cm trial, he married so- 
cial worker Winnie Nomzamo 
Madizekela, who bare him. two 
daughters, Zenani and 22ndzi. 


He helped cemdiurf foe defence • 
.in the treason trial, which ended' 1 ■ 
in 1960. with acquittals for all 
(jfefendahts. Mandela imraediato- 
.jy went underground for .fear he 
would be reariested and spent .the 
next 17 months as k fugitive. 

After a planned two-day 
nationwide strike was crushed by 
police, he and a smafl group <rf 
ANC colleagues decided on imfit- 
ary action. 

“Afl opportunities for peaceful 
agitation and strnggte have been 
dosed to us,” he said. “Africans 
no kmger have the freedom to 
even stay peacefully in their 
- homes in protest against the 
oppressive policies of the govern- 
ment.” 


South Africa’s de Klerk crosses 
Rubicon of apartheid reform 


By Breadan Boyle 

Renter 

CAFE TOWN —President F.W. 
de Ktexk has crossed the Rubicon 
of apartheid reform that defeated 
his predecessor and foe rewards 
are already beginning to flow in. 

De Klerk began in his speech 
to parliament on Friday to make 
the concessions that his autocratic 
predecessor, P.W. Botha, could 
never bring himself to make. 

Speaking on the first' 
anniversary of his election as 
leader of the ruling white Nation- 
al Party and after six months as 
president, de Klerk unbanned 36 
opposition groups inctudmg the 
African National Congress 
(ANC). _ 

He also promised to free Made 
nationalist Nelson Mandela from 
jail soon and. announced a range . 
of reforms that have long been 
demanded by South Africa's 27 
miffion voteless blacks. 

De Klerk appeared largely to 
meet foe international expecta- 
tions that Botha dis ap poi n ted m 
August 1985, when tie said in a 
disastrous speech that he had 
“crossed foe RoMocm”. . 

The world judged that Botha 
had in fact turned back at foe 
Rubicon and his speech set foe 
■South African -rand tumbling 
against world currencies and 
prompted rotontatkwial banks to 
call in ioaiEt to South Africa. 

.Debffitatinp:^ economic sanc- 
tions followed as Botha con- 
tinued to resist real political re- 
form and -hundreds of foreign 
.companies withdrew from Sooth 
Africa. 

Botha’s Rubicon speech be- 


came the twining point of his 
10-year career and resulted even- 
tually in his defeat last year by de 
Klexk, who has proved to be a 
more courageous reformer. 

“I thhik de Klerk has crossed 
the Rubicon. He has certainly 
gone rigfrt out into the deep,” 
said protestor John Barratt of 
Johannesburg Uni v ersi t y 's Insti- 
tute for International Affairs. 

'There is going to be very wide 
applause, ft is going to have a 
very positive effect on South 
Africa's international relations,” 
he said. ' 

Western diplomats acknow- 
ledged that de Klerk had gone 
ranch further than - any of them 
expected and said their govern- 
ments would be obliged now to 
su pp ort his refann initiatives. 

‘This speech demands a re- 
sponse bom from the West and 
.from the ANCV ^ which is going to 
have to revise its foctics,” one 
diplomat said. 

Anti-government cleric - 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu com- 
mended de Klerk for his courage 
in inatitntirtg reform. . 

T want to give him .very con- 
siderable credit. He was not given 
us everything, bat he has gone a 
very long Way along the road,” 
Tutu toftl a news conference. . . 

Barratt said be expected foe 
U.S. afonnnatrriaon . would re- ~ 
examine ito-antfaspazfoeid sanc- 
tions and bold OK on farther 
economic ra e asnre* against Pre- 
toria. 

E uro pe a n gov er nmexrts might 


trade with South Africa. 

- He said British Prime Minister 


government to visit Smith Africa 
since 1960. 

Thatcher has already invited de 
Klerk to Britain for talks and 
accolades have started to pomr in 
from Europe and Africa, with 
Zambian President Kenneth 
Kannda complemen ting him on 
“a. job well started”. 

Kannda is the head of Southern 
Africa’s important frontline na- 
tions_ — six Mack countries cham- 
pioning Africa’s, fight a g aw ut 
south Africa’s white . minority 
rule. ! . 

Ma ndela's wife, Winnie, a ' 
prominent activist in her own' 
right, said after h earing about de 
Klerk’s speech; : *Weare not pre- 

meat" 10 * bon? ^ 00 

She raid de Klerk should have 
? the three-year-old national 
sta te of e mergency and 40 years 
or eutoiced racial segregation. 

But young blacks in Cape 
_ ow p *no Johannesburg 
appearra to differ as they tookto 
tn e ; stre ets m a spontaneous 
reteo ration that . was note seen 
when de Klerk released 

J3 > .’ ANC leade “ 

pnson.late last year. i, 
i j^WaIeader : rftifii5 
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On Saturday evening the Armed Forces 
Symphony Orchestra per for m ed in front 
of an audience of specialists. The perform- 
ance drew mixed reactions. NeBy Lama 
was there: 


THE fix* concert bald aa trie 
occas ion of the 12th meeting <rf 
the executive board of the Aw 
Academy of Music - (Arab 
League) and the lit Arab music 
rostnn»o«*xtiaodbytbclniwn»- 
femal MuncConod (UNESCO) 
was performed by the Symphony 
Orchestra of die Jordanian 
Armed Forces, 

A tt endance was hot very en- 
couraging aUhongh thh time, it 
was a ™^rr of q ualit y cdxr 
than, quantity. Professional astm- 
dans from all over the Arab 
World, hen; to attend the meet- 
ing and rostrum, foamed a great 
part of the aud ie n c e. A masher 
of expatriates and some fellow 
museums were there, hid many 
conceit habitues <fid not make an 


, secretary general of 
the International Mode Cotmcfi 
found the perfocsance a ‘'abso- 
lutely acuttrog that grown-ups 
have leaned to phy mstnnocnfr 
that they were not used to playing 
before, the o r c h e s tr al instru- 
ments me the most diffi c ult . Z 
think they cone out of it with 
flying colons. It is not easy for 
someone who already has certain 
musical habits to acquire pew 
ones and X think they do very 
well. They obviously have a very 
dedicated Conductor who tre a ts 
them well and knows what be 
expects of than and how moch be 
can expect from them. Within the 
orchestra there me seme very 
musical players. It is admirable 
that an Armed Force wiQ have a 
orchestra. Yon 
of "bands’ when yon 
of an army. ' 

Asked about intermittent mis- 
takes made by the orc h estr a , he 
said: “Of coarse, that's inevit- 
able, they are in a way the 
equivalent of a student orchestra 
except that students usually grow, 
wife their instruments whilst m 


feetr case they were not allowed 
to grow, they . suddenly were 
gjeown ups ana had to pretend 
they, were staring new instru- 
ments. It is inevitable feat they 
wi«Vf mistakes.” 

Asked whether a section of fee 
orchestra was better fean fee 
other fan said: “There it a very 
good first flute. Obviously, feme 
are some problems, the winds are 
better, be is also easier to play 
wind instruments rather than 
stxisges. Sometime* fee violins 
come out quite good and so do 
fee cell*. It is a matter of 
coaching, I dont koow how long 
they have been together bat few 
years are not enough for aa 
orchestra made of basically non 
professionals to suddenly become 
professional.” 

And fed the quality of fee 
intframcafs used inhibited fee 
sound? “You could have the best 
viofin in fee worid and nakssyou 
love proper «*■*»*— feat does 


not matter and if you had a great 
viofimst wife a bad instrument, 
he would stffl ge t good sounds out 
of it. I dunk they have to keep on 
getting coached, to practice ev- 
eryday taking lessons. It’s a long 
apprenticeship . n 

As I penned out to Mm feat be 
was very positive in Ms answers 
he assure! me feat it was the only 
way. “These people must devote 
so much of their time. It is very 
difficult far them. It is a very 
ambitions pro gr amm e feat they 
are dong, what they need is extra 
coaching and those who are bet- 
re stunudooeefa the others. They 
should occasionally bring people 
from fee conservatory to pay 
wife them and have sessions wife 
them.” When someone suggested 
that fee members of the orchestra 
were not faD-time muarians be 
exdasned.” Then they have even 
mote, merit. & is a mixade they 
can pflay at aUT 


Khaidar Jtmdd, the Syrian do* 
had a different o pinion, 
is a certain hardness fax 
fee rendering. Flexibility comes 
wife mariettas who fertma my 

was a p rob l em of acconttge but 
we were pleased to hear them 
perform. They can yet ameliorate 
their playing, far as they grow as 
mnsicrem they will improve. 
Their strong temper will go more 
subtle. A performer ought to be 
in a state of relaxation while be 
performs. I came to Jordan 28 
yean ago and I have, since, fol- 
lowed its devefopment in fee fetid 
of music. You made great leaps 
forward and have preceded ns. 
Here you have good supervision 
and backing from both Their Ma- 
jesties.” 

He believes that the National 
Music Conservatory, is putting 
great efforts towards creating a 
new generation of artists. “It ts a 
great thing that they are forming 
a string section, an essential pre- 
requisite to forming an orchestra. 
They are widening the horizons 
of feese youths. Music needs to 
be supervised by knowledgeable 
s. Going back to the youth- 
, orc he stra, they are 
lebut they still need a 
work.” 

Manir Bashir, secretary gener- 
al of the Arab Music Academy 
and head of fee regional secretar- 
iat of the International Music 
Council, was pleased to see the 
Armed Forces Symphony 
Orchestra, a novelty m the field 
of mificary music in the Arab 
World. ‘This is a huge commit- 
ment and a difficult one. & needs 
tune and practice and it has to be 
done wife people who studied 
music on foreran instruments 
since childhood. It is emenrial to 
choose musical partitions that are 
in line wife the performers’ capa- 
bilities. Wife such compatibility, 
fee work can be performed weEL I 
do encourage the symphonic 
orchestra and not criticise than, 
but I look on to ten years from 
now. What will become of them? 

I fed that if we introduce into this 
orc he stra new elements, youths 



Armed Forces Sy mp ho ny Orchestra (FBe photo) 



who were brought up wife this 
kind erf music, it will have great 
reverberations in the develop- 
ment of fee orchestra.*’ 

Asked about fee repertory feat 
was then performed he said: 
“Difficult, difficult. The strings 
needed better _ 
needed to cope with the « 

They need easier pieces.” 
Basra Hanna Petros, second 
oldest player in fee Iraqi £ym- 
Oxthestra and one ox its 
a cellist by profess ion, 
fn m itw in fqj- “This is a nriHtajy 
orchestra that aims at discipline 
and prearioo. As a beginning, it 
is very good, but it should be fed 
with cmHan dements especially 
where the strings are concerned, 
for they need a good viofin leader 
to teach them interpretation. The 
orc h est ra has no problem wife 
note reading, but h needs a little 
refining to reach better intona- 
tion. I am pleased to find a 
second symphonic orchestra in 
the Arab World.” 

Petros named different orches- 
tras that existed in the Arab 
World but suffered losses because 
of wars, as in Lebanon, or other 
reasons. 

“The Iraqi National Symphony 
Orchestra is the most undone. It 
is backed by the government. We 
are all locals except for few fore- 
ign pro fessors from the Institute 
of Music who fulfil our needs.” 
He suggested that fee perfor- 


mers should listen to professional 
recordings of fee pieces they 
play. He also expressed fee wish 
to have them participate in a 
festival where all Arab sympho- 
nic orchestras perform, compete 
and exchange ideas. It would be a 
great challenge to mnirn them 
improve. 

Among the audience was an 
old friend of Jordan, Irvin 
Yeawotfe. Yeaworth heads com- 
munication strategies, a company 
that makes a variety of program- 
mes to suit the needs of different 
kinds of audiences around the 
worid. They brought the Prince- 
ton Chamber Orchestra to Jordan 
last year. Yeawotfe and his wife 
had just arrived in Jordan. Chi 
their way from the airport they 
read an announcement in the 
newspaper about fee concert. 
They dropped their luggage at the 
hotel and rushed to attend the 
concert. 

“This group is remarkable,” he 
commented. “We think that what 
is happening here is am»mg. I 
watched the men play and I 
thought, *how did they tune their 
ears to this muse?’ They (fid not 
grow up wife it. For people who 
have no background in Western 
music to train their ears to this 
kind of sound and learn the in- 
struments and work together 
under the programme that is 
established here is remarkable. 
Every other culture where you 


have this kind of music, yon start 
wife children and the better ones 
are selected to go on and on. 
They work and work. Some fail 
by fee wayside, otbere persevere. 
What happens here is feat this 
group of men all had to come 
along at the same time and that 
has never been done before feat I 
know of in the history of music. 
We think it’s a remarkable 
achievement. When someone is 
doing a step in a progression, you 
judge each step for what it should 
be. This orchestra has a good 
piece to travel but they have gone 
so far. Some areas need to be. 
worked cm, but we can’t expect 
fee same from this group of men 
feat you would from someone 
who has been playing for ten 
yeara longer. When they played 
together with fee Princeton 
Chamber Symphony, fee Amer- 
ican mug'rianc had pome from E 
European tradition, surrounding 
their whole lives with this kind of 
culture; they first sat together 
with some Mod of apprehension 
but they quickly became dear 
friends as wen as fellow muarians 
and they learned things from one 
another, winch was very helpful.” 
It is a fact that Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation is procuring 
them wife every opportunity to 
meet profe ss ional pe rf o r mers and 
teachers. The performers should 

not ‘ 

a mission to 


LivUlIttfann: Actress and activist 


By John Parker 

Scoter 

HONG KONG — When Norwo- 
gttn actress Liv Ulhnann recently 
defied danger warnings to visit 
children in' Hong Kang’s often 
violent camps for Vietnamese 
boat people, she had in mind a 
particular djfld yet unborn. - - 

Police advised that her safety in 

teed, toTSlmann, 51, is soon to 
be grandmother and says that 
knowledge has booed bo* keen 
social conscience. 

“Now ... (work wife 
is even more im p o rt an t, ^she i 
in an interview. 

“What if (my grandchild) tuns 
out to be a very socially conscious 
person ? Then he hears about 
shocking things feat were going 
on in fee world and be says, 
‘grandmother what fed you do to 
btrip?’. Fd Eke to not lose Ms 


: a news conference last week 
to draw attention to the pfigfat of 
Vietnamese boat people cram- 
med into Hong Kong’s ov er flow- 


ing camps, USmann spent 10 
ndnu te s lambasting a local jour- 
nalist for an article she disliked. 

“That would be just so bizar- 
re,” she told another reporter 
who asked if she would answer 
questions on a 30-year career that 
mm inclu d e d such films as The 
Hour of the Wolf in 1968 and fee 
1974 Scenes from a Marriage. 

Ullmann was in Hang Kong as 
joint, leader of a delegation from 
the U.S.-based Women’s Com- 
mission for Refugee Women and 
Children winch spent a week 
tortiiag foe camps and tatting to 
s. 

was really marvelous in 
the camps," said one of her co- 
delegates, describing how 
Uttmann spent hours talking to 
boat peopfe 

Since December, when Hoag 
Kong for the first time forcibly 
repatriated a group erf 51 boat 
people .from among the 56,000 in 
die British colony, aid worker s 
and police say the atmosphere in 
the Jam-packed camps has grown 
far worse. 

After surviving perilous 
voyages in sanafl boats across the 


South Omul Sea, and languishing 
— often for years - — in Hfaug 
Kong camps, most of the boat 
people now face the prospect of 
being sent back to feetr commun- 
ist homeland. 

Some are desperate enough to 
fed they have nothing to lose by 
violent protest against repatria- 
tion. 

Videos fights between rival 
gangs are commonplace. Women 
and girls complain of rape and 
sexual harassment. Children 


wire. 

Ulhnann described the condi- 
tions in die cam ps as a disgrace. 
Her delegation said in a state- 
ment: “No justifiable excuse ex- 
ists for imprisoning infants, keep- 
ing them behind barbed wire, 
packed fike sardines is concentra- 
tion camp-like conditions.” 

The actress has little time for 
felon — fee 
wants it stop- 
ped — and the br ush e s aside the 
concerns of those Hong Kong 
residents who resent the imposi- 
tion of so many Vietnamese on 
fee already crowded British 


oology. 

“What I- am sure of is that if 
Hong Kong people coukl visit fee 
camps and speak woman-to- 
woman, or feDd-to-child, or man- 
to-man, they would re-evaluate 
thoughts they might have bad.” 

Although in the past 10 or 15 
years Ulhnann has spent little 
time in her native Norway, it is 
her strong attachment to her 
homeland that helps explain why 
she has focused her energies on 
the plight of refugee*. 

“I am very happy for many 
reasons to be Norwegian ... I 
know how important it is to be- 
long somewhere, to have roots 
somewhere — that’s why it is so 
easy for me to identify wife peo- 
ple who have become uprooted.” 

She still has a home in Norway 
and carries a Norwegian pass- 
port. Her only child — 23-year- 
old Linn — is expecting bier 
gra n dc hil d there, but these days 
Ullmaim herself lives in Boston 
wife her husband of five years, 
businessman Donald Saunders. 

She leads a quiet life and shuns 
the glitz of the movie worid. Liv 



Airline industry: 
Plane crashes 
becoming more 
survivable 


By Lawrence L. Knutson 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Aid disasters 
such as the Avianca Airlines 
crash on Long Island last week 
are becoming more survivable, in 
port because design and technical 
advances have made jet travel 
safer, many air safely experts say . 

‘’The accident rate ts impro- 
ving. It’s not more dangerous, it’s 
getting better," says S. Harry 
Robertson, director of the Crash 
Research Institute in Tempe, 
Arizona. “Airplanes are getting 
safer as the newer generations 
come along. The rate of improve- 
ment is very significant." 

Capt. Ed Arbon, who flew for 
22 years wife Trans World Air- 
lines and is now an official of fee 
Flight Safety Foundation, agrees. 

“Some of the recent improve- 
ments do make the modern air- 
craft more survivable,” Arbon 
says. 

“Eighty to 85 per cent of recent 
crashes are survivable,” says 
Dracella Anderson, a spokes- 
woman for fee National Trans- 
portation Safety Board. “A lot of 
safeguards have been built into 
the planes.” 

Eighty-nine of the 161 passen- 
gers — more than half — sur- 
vived the crash of Avianca flight 
52 into a Mil on the north shore of 
Long Island. 

Preliminary inquiries suggest 
the craft had either run out of fuel 
or had a very low supply when it 
crashed Jan. 25 night on its way 
to New York’s John F. Kennedy 
international airport. There was 
no fire when the 23-year-old 
Boeing 707 crashed. 

But the battle for air safety is 
far from over, even though air 
travel on fee whole has become 
amazingly safe and milli ons of 
passengers are transported each 
year without incident. 

Under new roles issued by fee 
U.S. Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration and prompted by the in- 
vestigation of air crashes, passen- 
ger seats are being strengthened 
and have been covered with fire 
blocking material. The allowable 
level of toxic smoke mid fumes 
from burning aircraft' materials 
also has been reduced, and exit 
doors have been made more reli- 
able .to avoid j amming . 

FAA spokesman Fred Farrar 
said Avianca, like other foreign 
airlines, would have been re- 
quired to make some safety up- 
grades, such as providing fire- 
retardant seat covers and lavatory 
smoke alarms, but it would not 
have been required to strengthen 
seats. 

The latter requirements still 
are being adopted for foreign 
airliners, Farrar said. 

Arbon says that by the nature 
of its technology, the modem jet 
passenger liner is a safer plane 
than fee piston aircraft it re- 
placed. 

“We used to lose engines fre- 
quently,” he said. “The jetliner 
has a very reliable power plant. It 
also has a good guidance system, 
a good auto pilot; the electronics 
are much more reliable.” 

Robertson says improvements 
are controlling an “fee ways in 
which airplanes are informed as 
to what is going on and how 
people on the ground control 
them.” 


An example, he says, is the 
wind shear blamed for fee August 
1985 crash of a Delta airliner near 
the Dallas-Ft. Worth airport. 

“The people in the tower had 
no idea of what was going on,” be 
contends. “Today they have bet- 
ter sensors out there. So that is 
improving.” 

Arbon said some 70 per cent of 
today’s accidents are due to “the 
human. factor,” adding that it is 
there that fee strongest efforts for 
improvement are now being 
made. 

Ms. Anderson says fee NTSB 
dates many of fee improvements 
in air safety to the recommenda- 
tions made after its investigation 
of the deadly fire on June 2, 1983, 
aboard an Air Canada jetliner en 
route from Texas to Toronto. 

Twenty-three people died 
aboard the plane, which made an 
emergency landing at the Greater 
ttocsnnati airport. Some suffered 
fatal barns. Others died of smoke 
inhalation. 

The recommendations led to 
the installation of fire blocking 
covers on passenger seats on all- 
commercial aircraft with 30 or 
more seats, automatic fire exting- 
uishers in lavatories, halon fire 
extinguishers in fee cockpit, 
smoke detectors in lavatories and 
new roles on cabin materials to 
make fee cabin interiors more 
flame resistant and less likely to 
emit toxic gases, Ms. Anderson 

$airi_ 

But there are some clouds on 
the safety horizon. 

For example, Robertson said 
feat while seats have been made 
stronger to resist the impact of a 
crash, the floor beneath them has 
not. 

“Before the changes the seats 
were folding over," he said. “But 
when fee seat is stiff it makes it 
easier to break it off fee floor." 

“So they sometimes do pop off 
the floor,” he said and added: 
“Maybe this step in the right 
direction is going to backfire." 

Modem technology may also 
have reduced fee protection 
offered by the “protective co- 
coon” or fuselage of a jetliner, 
Robinson says. . ’ 

Today’s planes are made from 
high-strength aluminum to hold 
down weight. Bat Robertson says 
the resulting fuselage is brittle. 

“They shatter, and sharp frag- 
ments fie all over the crash site,” 
he says. "Earlier generations of 
aircraft would crash, buckle and 
wrinkle, but the box was still 
there. They are losing that co- 
coon protection.” 

Robertson, whose institute has 
been engaged in fee study of air 
crashes for more than 30 years, 
says air disasters can .be divided 
into three categories. 

These range from the airborne 
equivalent of fender-ben dm — 
posing small risk to those on 
board — to deadly accidents in 
which all or most of the passen- 
gers and crew are killed. 

It is the third category — mid- 
dle-ground accidents in which 
some are killed but many survive 
— which pose an opportunity, the 
safety expats say. 

“The aim is to take that middle 
and expand it,” thus re- 
ig the number of totally 
deadly accidents, Robertson said. 
“It is in fact being expanded." 
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For aH your*. 

packing. 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sfaaraf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan ■ 
Tel. 604676. 604696 






The first* beet 
Chinese Restaurant 
to Jordan 

IstCircte, Jabat Amman, near 
Ahti^GMsSctoal' 

Open daily 12$0-3 m 30 
p.m. 

630 -Mklaight 

Teti BUMT 


CROWN 
INTO, EST. 
packing, ptiipping, 
forwarding, storaging. 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


Mm m over ** worta 
Tafc t a i l. BMC WB 
Ttc Z22K BESMCO JO 
PJO. Box S 264 S 7 
AMMAN JORDAN 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

.The only typical Chinese 
■ cwane in Amman. 
CtmeseFfamg pot is available 

T ake iwjr aralfaM a 

fllW-lS-30 
im-23’30 

WatSSaqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge . 

-Amman, Jordan. 

i'. T el: 6*1922 / 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Services 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and. get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
30% turgor 

rmm mniargm - 

20 x 30 cm . 

Shmasani - Opp- Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich tel: 823891 


Slide film 
Processing by- 

Kdnica 

Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


r- CHENS ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo ■ * 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
. Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight y 


Saudi Real Estate 


#1 


O 


00 


ADD 


Real Estate 
Agency 
In Town 

Renta! Dept. 
Call Soha 687821/22 



TEL : 621 775 FAX : 556 270 
TLX: 23 0 23 1*06:815 408 

AMMAN-JORDAN 


Furnfataed Apt*. 

STUDIO * ON£BSMOOI§ 
TWO BEDROOMS 


Resonabta Bates 


Granada House. 

SthCVCLE NEAR . 
QWEBiAUACOL. 




FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

iifTfiMM? 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

Attar tha Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 059519 659520 



>5=-? 

HHH .y’ 
Omani Fish Restaurant 

Abrieun -Jordan Supermarket Bidding 


Amman's No. 1 Rsh Restaurant 
ttFamOy Atmosphere HI 
Open daHy far lunch and dinner 
Reasonable Prices 
For Reservation and Teka ewey 
Tel: 824677 



















Europe attracts Japanese funds 


NEW YORK (AP) — Investors 
from Japan, the largest angle 
source of foreign capital to die 
United States, are «trffrmg their 
sights to attractive European 
markets, mainly booming West 
Germany, which is emerging as 
the most powerful economic 
force reshaping Eastern Europe. 

The thought dial die enor- 
mously wealthy Japanese may be 
hanging back from U.S. invest- 
ments dampened the stock mar- 
ket’s mood this past week and 
injected new anxiety into the 
market for U.S. Treasury secur- 
ities 

impending $30 billion 
Treasury auction this week could 
provide a better due about the 
extent to which Japanese inves- 
tors are willing to keep financing 
America’s federal deficit, eco- 
nomists say. 

Poor participation would sug- 
gest that interest rates must rise 
to attract buyers. This would 
make bonds more competitive 
with stocks and would raise bor- 
rowing costs of American cor- 
porations, lowering their profits. 

For weeks Japanese investors 
have been lightening up on 
American equities, economists 
say, partly to raise cash for mar- 


gin calls on their own heavily 
leveraged stocks at home. 
Japanese stocks have bean falling 
mainly in response to rising in- 
terest rates and infla tion press- 
ures. 

More significantly, Japanese 
investors have discovered poten- 
tially mare lucrative markets in 
West Ge r m an y sinco the Beriin 

Wall «wm frmihfmg dOWO. 

“The Japanese have taken 
money otherwise going to buy 
U.S. stocks and bonds and are 
investing in West Germany,” said 
economist Mark KOhon with 
DRI-McGraw-H31 Inc. in Lex- 
ington, Massachusetts. 

Wed; Germany is particularly 
attractive to Japanese investors 
for two reasons: Exchange rates 
— tiie made is stranger against 
both the dollar and the yen and 
political changes in Eastern 
Europe, which are expected to 
enormously benefit the West 
German economy. Both are 
pushing up West German interest 
rates. 

“The highest rates of return 
available today are in Germany,” 
said Marc Goloven, an interna- 
tional economist with Manufac- 
turers Hanover Trust Co. 

In the weekending Jan. 26, the 


Turkish inflation 
declines to 60 % 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish con- 
sumer prices rose 3.8 per cent in 
January while 12-month inflation 
to end-January fell to 60.0 per 
cent from December’s 68.8 per 
cent, the state Institute of Statis- 
tics said. The annual rise in con- 
sumer prices was led by food- 
stuffs with prices firing by 69.4 
per cent, followed by health ser- 
vices with a 68.6 per cent in- 
crease. 

Meanwhile, a World Rank eco- 
nomist said that Turkey faced 
economic instability similar to 
Latin American states unless it 
tackled big public sector deficits. 

“If no fiscal measures are taken 
now, the Turkish miracle could 
really be over and Turkey could 
look more like a Latin American 
country that it has in the past, 
said Sweder Van Wijnbergen. 

He told an international con- 
ference on economic stabilisation 
programmes that Turkey had 
failed to control public spending, 
including a substantial deficit of 
the central bank due to subsidised 
credit. 

“The easy road to high growth 
and hi gh export growth is no 


longer open,” he said. 

Van Wijnbergen said it was not 
dear whether Turkey would be 
able to borrow on world markets 
to fhmiw- badly-needed invest- 
ment. This could lead to higher 
interest rates for debt issued on 
the domestic market, he said. 

Remittances from Turkish 
workers abroad could also fall 
because of conce r n over econo- 
mic instability in the country. 

Harvard University economist 
Dam Rodrik said he shared Van 
Wtjnbergen’s pessimism about 
Turkey’s future, noting that the 
introduction of foreign currency 
deposits for Turkish citizens, 
along with the fiscal deficit, had 
raised the inflation rate to around 
70 per cent a year. 

He said he doubted if the gov- 
ernment would act to cut its 
deficit soon because of pressure 
from interest groups demanding 
income redistribution. 

. He also said he doubted 
Whether Turkey could maintain 
the growth of exports achieved 
during the 1980s because it had 
readied the limits of production 
capacity. 


World Bank to lend 
African states $4b 


LUSAKA (R) — The World 
Bank has said it would lend black 
southern African states $4 billion 
Jhiring the next five years to boost 
economic gro wth but warned that 
a total of 522 billion was needed 
by tiie year 2000. 

; The forecast was made by Ed- 
ward Jaycox, the bank’s vkxs 
]presideiit for Africa, to a confer- 
ence of the nine-nation Southern 
African Development Coonfinar 
,*tion Conference (SADCC) trade 
-and development bloc in Lusaka. 
* “If this level of assistance can 
.he provided, and used effectively, 
the World Bank believes that 
■Africa’s economic decline can 
gradually be reversed,” he said. 

Bank estimates showed Afri- 
can economies could grow in real 
terms by between four to five per 
cent a year, Jaycox told the meet- 
ing of donors and ministers of 
SADCC states. Members are 


Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Swazi- 
land, Tanzania, Zambia and Zim- 
babwe. 

But this could be achieved only 
if aid increased four per cent 
annually in real terms and West- 
ern creditors offered concessions 
to maintain the region's debt ser- 
vice payments at current levels of 
around $9 billion a year. 

Jaycox said policy reforms and 
stru c tur al adj ustm e n t program- 
mes were needed to attract aid 
and reach growth targets. 

There would be stiff competi- 
tion in the 1990s for Africa’s 
traditional markets, and the in- 
tegration of European Commun- 
ity economies in 1992 was a major 
challenge. 

“Africa is going to hve to ad- 
just to these and other develop- 
ment in order to hold its own,” be 
told the annual meeting of donors. 


Iran Air plans expansion 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Iran 
Air, Iran’s national carrier, plans 
to expand to cany eight million 
passengers annually within five 
years, director-general Hasan 
Shafti has said. 

To achieve tins target the air- 
line will buy new aircraft and 
expand manpower and airport 
facilities throughout Iran, he was 
quoted as saying by Iran’s official 
Islami c Republic News Agency 
(IRNA), monitored in Nicosia. , 

One of the first steps will be to 
expand the airline's overseas net- 
work with direct flights to Koala 


Lumpur, capital of Malaysia, by 
March 20, Shafti said. 

IRNA gave no other details of 
Shaft's remarks, made in Tabriz 
in northwestern Iran. 

But Iran's transport minister, 
Mohammad Saedi-Kya, 
announced two months ago that 
Iran Air {dans to buy “five or six 


Airbus-type airliners in the next 
few years.” 

The Airbus family of jetliners 
is produced by a Western Euro- 
pean consortium based in France. 

Iran Air flies a number of aging 
Boeing 707s as well as some 
newer Airbus A-300 jets. 

Saedi-Kya also announced that 
foUowing the August 1988 cease- 
fire in the eight-year war with 
Iraq, Iran {dans to renovate more 
than 30 airports around the 
country. 

The airline’s expansion and im- 
provement is part of Iran’s plans 
to revive its tourist industry, 
which flourished before the 1979 
Mamie revolution ov er t hr ew the 
pro-Western Shah. 

But since the 1988 ceasefire, 
the Iranians have been seeking to 
redevelop tourism as a foreign 
currency earner. 
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long-term West German govern- 
ment bond yielded 7.56 per cent, 
Goknnen said. The c om parable 
Japanese yield was 6:19 per cenL. 
Atthougb the U.S. Treasury’s 
long-term bond was yielding 8.48 
per cent, the rising value of the 
mark still made the West German 
bonds worth more. 

Higher West German rates 
stem partly from the influx of 
people into West Germany from 
throughout Eastern Europe, 
which is putting pressure on 
prices, particularly housing, and 
raising the inflation rate. The 
West German central bank's 
answer to Twang inflatio n is to 
raise interest rales. 

In addition, unification of 
Western Europe under the Euro- 
pean C ommun ity in 1992 has 
mated a rash of investments by 
the Japanese, who fear that 
heightened trade restrictions 
could keep them out of those 
markets. 

“There’s a lot of incentive far 
Japanese investors to get into 
Europe now before the barriers 
come crashing down,” KiiKrm 
said. “The feefing in Japan is that 
investors wiQ have a much better 


in European markets if they get 
there before 1992 occurs.” 
Nonetheless , economists 
that Japanese inves- 
tors, white investing in Europe, 
are not abandoning U.S. mar- 
kets. 

“The question is not whether 
Japanese investors are going to 
come to the United States, but at 
what price,” said Lawrence Vat, 
international economist with 
Brown B rot hers Harriman and 
Co. fimwwrial firm 
Veit says European markets 
are not large enough to absorb 
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Oman reports hefty GNP rise 

NICOSIA (R) — Oman has reported an eight per cent rise in its 
gross national product (GNP) during the first nine months of 


gross national product (GNP) during the first nine months of 
1989. The Omani News Agency quoted official figures as saying 
the GNP rose to 2.46 hDfion Omani riyals ($6.38 trillion) 
compared with 2L28 billion riyals ($5.92 biQiori) in the correspond- 
ing Januazy-September period of 1988. “The (overall) increase is 
expected to be 12 per cent by the end of last year,” the agency, 
received in Nicosia, said. Tim figures put oil r eve n ues at nearly 
1.1 billion riyals ($2.85 billion), acco un ti ng for about 44 per cent 
of GNP. 

Egypt, Albania sign trade agreement 

VIENNA (R) — An Egyptian delegation has signed a trade 
agreement with Albanian officials in the capital, Tirana, the 
offidal news agency ATA said Sunday. Under the agreement 
Albania will export tobacco, chrome, pig iron, copper and tomato 
paste to Egypt, while Egypt will export phosphate, steel tubes, 
rubber textiles and ahnmmum products to Al bania. Orthodox 
communist Albania has stood firm against the changes sweeping 
tiie rest of the East Bloc, though leader Ramiz Alia last month 
promised some limited reforms, including reducing the power of 
the economic central planning authorities and increasng supplies 
of some consumer goods. 

Greek dockworkers renew strike 

ATHENS (AP) — Greece’s 2,800 dockworkers went on strike 
Saturday for better benefits and pay, paralysing parts. The Union 
af Port Employees of Greece says it expects tiie strike to last at 
least a week. The dockworkers are demanding an extra S50 a day 
for handling fomu fam loads, as we& as im pro ved pension and 
health insurance plans. They have conducted repeated strikes and 
slowdowns in recent weeks, with the result that some frei ghter s 
have been redirected to other European' ports while others 
languish at Greek docks. In an interview with tiie Greek daily 
newspaper Ethnos, Spiros Marinakis, president of tiie Interna- 
tional Shipping Union, a group repres en t in g Anns in Athens, 
warned that the strikes are cansing serious long-term damage to 
Greek shipping. 

USSR may Join FAO this year 

ROME (R) — The Soviet Union could join the United Nation’s 
Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) by the end of this 
year, a Soviet envoy has said. “If our findings axe positive, I don’t 
see why we shouldn't exercise our right (to join FAO) by tiie end 
of tiie year,” said Konstantin Ovdhmrikov, vice-director of the 
Soviet foreign ministry’s department of - international econo m ic 
organisations. 


“So whereas the Japanese can 
send a lot of money in a short 
time to Europe, it is not feasible 
to think that they will send a lot 
of money over a long period of 
time,” Veit said. 

Econ pw weis say there are still 
many reasons the Japanese will 
come to U.S. markets, including 
political stability. 

“We still attract significant 
amounts of Japanese investment 
capital and will continue to do so 
whether in the form of direct 
investment in such things as auto- 
mobile assembly plants or port- 
folio investments in stocks ami 
bonds,” Goloven said. 
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divides up foreign aid, and con- administration is planning to ask other accounts. Senator Paul and Egypt g 6 * ™ e 
gnessman David Obey, rhafrman Congress for two supplemental Simon said the $30 mfifionjs with Israel leading at apanr. 
of the House Foreign Operations aid for 1990, bat he supposed to be siphoned off from bilhon. - 


E. Germany plans free prices, 
convertible currency by 1993 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East Ger- 
many plans to make its currency 
convertible and scrap price con- 
trols within three yean, disman- 
tling its centrally planne d system 
ana replacing n with a market 
economy, a repent has sakL 

The document, prepared by a 
■ o ve gnm ent awimm nn and pnh- 
fished in tiie first edition of a 
relaunched business monthly, 
also proposed an independent 
banking system, setf-nmmng in- 
dustrial enterprises and strict con- 
trol of the money supply. 

“We must work towards the 
convertibility erf the mark quicker 
than we at first thought,” Econo- 
mics Minister Christa Lnft said in 
an interview with tiie paper Die 
Wirtschaft, which had been ban- 
ned by the then hardline govern- 
ment six years ago and which 
aims now to go weekly after its 


April edition. 
But deputy 


But deputy state bank chief 
Hans Taut said tins did not mean 
currency reform was imminent, 
as rumours in some financi al mar- 


kets had suggested. 

East Germany’s currency is vir- 
tually useless outside the country 
and price subsidies eat up one- 
fifth of the mmual budget West- 
ern analysts say these conditions 
must change if East Germany is 
to attract vital foreign capital and 
expertise. 

The report, much of which had 
been leaked ahead of tins week’s 
publication in the Die Wirtschaft, 
gave farther details of East Ger- 
man plans to rescue its tottering 
economy. 

Comadmg with Prime Minister 
Hans Modrow’s proposals far 
German reunification, it also in- 
dicated greater cooperation with 
Bonn, especially over the cur- 
rency. 

“Currency union with West 
Germany involving a relatively 
stable exchange rate could ensure 
tiie continuation of two curren- 
cies and allow either partial or 
fan convertibility,” Luft said? ; 

The report said the govern- 
ment hoped to make the East 


German mark convertible by 
1992 or 1993, possibly pegging it 
just to the powerful West Ger- 
man murk as & filSt Step. 

The head of the West German 
Bundesbank, Kari-Otto Poehl, 
has supported step-bynstep cur- 
rency reform and last week said 
he believed East Germany’s eco- 
'nomy could quickly boom if re- 
forms proceed favourably. He is 
due to visit East Berlin Tuesday. 

West German Finance Muns- 
ter Theo Waigd Frida y called for 
faster moves tow ards German 
monetary umbo. 

“To provide tiie East German 
people with an imme diate and 
convincing hope for; the future, 
the introduction of the (West 
German) mark as the official 
currency in East GermanycouW 
be necessary,” Waigd said in a 
statement. 

. The alternative, fa voured by 
the powerful West German cen- 
'tral bank and leading economists,- 
was to wait until feist German 
economic productivity had in k 


proved before making die feast 
German marie co n v er tible and 
then creating monetary onion. 

“This path is -well justified on 
economic grounds, fait it needs 
time and wfll r eq uire patienceon. 
the part of the East .German 
people,” Waigd said. 

The East German government 
also wants to abolish rake con-, 
tmb in stages, starting mis year by : 
replacing subsidies on basic gootfr 
with direct social payments to 
. individuals. 

Industrial, agricultural and 
commercial prices, would be 
allowed to flood from 1991, pip- 
ing the way for a fully free pricc 
system by the . titw. the West 
European single market is m 
place at the end of 1992. •;./ 

Other goab included, the intro- 
duction of dimhtng wage scales, 
and a'tax reform - removing 
punishing rates for small private 
businesses — which were tpJer- 
ated but not cherished the 
Stahnirt order that collapsed last 
autumn. •. 


Japan’s trade surplus shrinks dramatically 


TOKYO (R) — Record spending 
by Japanese abroad, higher oil 
imports and a strong dollar 
helped cut Japan’s trade surplus 
in 1989 to its lowest level in four 
years, but economists here said 
the trend was set to reverse in 
1990. 

Japan’s c u rrent account, the 
broadcast measure of trade in 
goods and services, narrowed 
28.4 per cent to 156.98. billion in 
1989 from $79.63 bilfion in 1988. 

Japan is confident of achieving 
its targets for reduced external 
imbalanc es in its accounts in the 
fiscal year ending March 31, 
1990, Vice Finance Minister 
Sad a a ki Hirasawa also said. 

The government aims to re- 
duce the current-account surplus 
to $61 bflQkm in fiscal 1969 from 
$77.3 billion in 1988-89. 

It has set a trade surplus objec- 


tive of $81 bflfion for this fiscal 
year against $95.3 billion in 
1988.89. 

Japan’s invisibles trade deficit, 
which includes the. money 
Japanese spend as tourists over- 
seas, ballooned to $15.93 bilfion 
in 1989 from $1126 bflfian.in 
1988. 

With 9.6 -million Japanese 
travelling abroad last year, 
Japan’s travel deficit amou nte d to 
a record $1923 bilfion in 1989 
and accounted for a large part of 
the reduction in the cnrrcnt- 
account surplu s , analysts said. 

‘Tourism was very, very im- 
portant. Travel abroad has in- 
creased by 20 per coat in each of 
the last three years,” said Matth- 
ew Beiiow, an economist at Cre- 
dit Lyomuds Alexanders Laing 
and Ctuidkshank Securities. 


On a balance -of-payment 
basis, tiie trade surplus narrowed 
to $71.13 bilfion last year from 
$95.01 bflhonin 1988, tiie finance 
ministry reported. 

A stronger dollar in 1989 was a 
major cause of the sharp decline 
in tiie trade surplus, said Hufe? 
biro Iwaki, an economist at tiie 
Nomura Research Institute. 

A high U.S. currency depresses 
the value of Japanese exports 
denominated in dollars and 
accounted for roughly 30 par cent 
of tiie $18 billion reduction in the 
1989 trade surplus. 

Exports totalled $269.63 bilfion 
in 1989 against $259.77 bilfion the 
previous year. 

Slower U.S. economic growth 
and c apaci ty limitations among 
some' Japanese manufa ct urer s, 
mainl y automakers, triggered by 


robust -Japanese domestic de- 
mand, also curtailed exports'. 

“Some goods for export might 
have been shifted to the domestic 
mazhet,” said Chihara Sumfta, an 
economist at UBS Fhflfipsand 
Drew International. 

“Capacity constraints put a 
drag on. Japanese - exports, 
although they’ve started to ex- 

Japan imported more oil at 
higber prices in 1989, and - that 
gave imports a boost, economists 
added. Imports last year totalled 
$192*50 bilfion a gains t $164.75 
billion in. 1988. 

Imports were also bolstered by 
the fact that some Japanese com- 
panies were unable to meet 
domestic, demand because of 
c apa cit y limitations, saidBedow. 
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^ Graf WI3QS Pan-Pacific Open 


TOKYO(AW~Ste«dnfSufl- 
day avenged her defeat at last 
yew** French Opes by over* 
wbelinmg Anotxa Sanchez to 
win the Tony Pan-Pacific Open 
touts Eoanumeot had bar Sw 
straight victory* . 

Graf fir^ ante jccsenroufefo 
beating the Spanish teenager 6-1, 
6-2 oban utifiriaL court at dm. 
number two Yoyo# National 
Gym. - 

Graf, the world's top-ranked 
player, took home $70,000 and 
Sanchez, ranked fifth in the 
world, earned $31,500. 

"i think this surface maybe 
isn’t her favourite, since she * * 
day court player,” Graf raid after 
the match before 3,000 people. 
"This nrhee fits me,” die said. 

Graf, who came to Tokyo after 
winning the Australian Open for 
the thjrd-ccnsecativc year, add: 
“I played all the tournament very 
well and had a good feeling and 
lots of confidence." 

The 20-year-okl West German 


ttafcas&ed two aces a a iw it the 
nan of the fint irt, and wesa on 
to kae only one point in ibe fast 
game. 

Graf broke fee second game, 
and feed two more aces m the 
third, winch she won without 
losing* point. 

to die second set, Graf deftly 
vsed posting shots to break San- 
dal serve ja the first game after 
four daces. 

Sanchez led 40-15 in the second 
game, btrf her break point slipped 
away when Graf attacked with a 


The 18-year-old Sanchez said 
She did not expect the match, 
played on a fast surface, to go Kke 
the French Open final, when she 
defeated Graf 7-6 (fib). 3-6, 7-5. 

“(Graf) had very good first 
serves and forehands. She made 
lr« mistakes,” Sanchez said after 
the match. H>^t >iy» had 
skipped the Australian Open and 
tnuxied i w vt far coaraamenr. 
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Nonh-Somh vulnerable. North 
riwh 

NORTH 
* A 10 4 2 
T J 9 7 6 
6 

4 AKI7 . 

WEST EAST 

4 KQ7 * 113 

919 S 3 2 9Q4 

v 51 O AK10I73 

4 J 10 6 3 4 94 


WEST EAST 

4 IQ7 * 103 

919 5 3 2 9Q4 

v 5 2 O A K 10 S 7 3 

4 J tO 6 3 4 94 

SOUTH 

* 965 

7 A KS ' 

<i Q J * 4 

♦ Q 5 2 
The bidding: 

North East South West ' 

2 * 2 0 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Five of 0 
Here’s another fine defensive 
hand from the recent European 
Championships in Turku, Finland. 
It arose m the haly-Denmark 
match. The Danes, among the pre- 
toura&ment favorites, were chal- 
lenging strongly for the tftfc. To aO 
intents and purposes, Italy was out 
of the running. •' 

The bidding was short and sweet. 


WHO NEEDS KINGS? 

e. North East’s jump to two di a mond s was. 
of co u rse, preemptive. 

East covered dummy's six of dia- 
monds with ibe seven and declarer's 
nim» won, i/vdrmg at all the cards, 

H*» easy to sec that dedam- can 
make his contract by dropping the 
queen of beam, but that's not a 
very high-percentage pUy. Instead. 
South tried to set up a second spade 
19 g 7 3 trick, so at trick two a low spade was 

ducked to West's qoeea. The de- 
fenders took the ace and king of 
di amon d s , followed by a third dia- 
mond. Hearts were duffed from 
dummy, and West parted with a 
heart and then the king of spades! 

With clubs breaking 4-2, declarer 
West ' had only eight tricks. His ninth 
Pam would have to come from spades, 
but as a remit of West’s discard 
0 there was no way to set up a tang 

defensive spade without letting East gain the 
European lead. And that worthy had more 
F inland than enough diamonds to apt the 
Denmark contract. 

the pre- Thai got Italy off to a good start 
•re dial- and they pikd on the pressure to 
It. To afl annihilate Denmark by a score of 
r was out 25-3. The Danes never recovered 
from this setback, and were oat of 
sdsweet. contention at the finish. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Motor Jarabor. Jr. 


ACROSS 
1 Sch. gp*. - - 
5 USSR range 
9 Rich sources 

14 Gac. school . 
lull - • 

15 Merit 

IB Slur evor 
17 Loom undono 

19 Avow 

20 Show backer 

21 Soap shape . 

22 Wooden 


23 Raises 
25 Rang* MCtton 
27 Largo group . 


35 Sly patoon 

36 Jcngtour 

36 Hava — (rage) 
39 Overact 

41 Ihuo 

42 Abatement 

44 Ascetic at oM 

46 AMA people 

47 Whetstone 

48 Cad 

49 BaSerine skirt 

50 Qu een Uttar 

51 Trick up 
54 60 uc. 

56 Desert haven 

61 Fearful 

62 Kacomimie* 

64 Sheepish 

65 Sd-fl film 

66 Scheme 

67 Modem New 

68 Transmit 

69 **— and 
Loners" 


mmmu wmw* Mnaiia 


imhhhI 

[anna jam 


anaa aaa 


onuiwsmMwsaa 

ASWUiRbmvM 

10 Anc i ent 

11 Fades 

12 Chock copy 

13 Brtstfo 

16 Get away by 

m wit ft urn 

•nmet 
24 Loose 
ovo re oat 

26 P lywood 
- layan 

27 Medal 

28 Portaki 
28 Disables ' 

30 h- wtno 


Ysstantay's Puzzta Safari: 



nnnra nann nnnran 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnrtnnrtnnnnnrin 
nnn nnn 
nnnnnnnrjnnn nnn 
nnnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 


pgpl III 





Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday watefa* the final matches between Jordan and Malaysia in a Daria 
Cap and qualifying round (Petra photo) 

DAVIS CUP TENNIS TOURNAMENT: 


Jordan loses 
Queen lauds 


5 Kin of atm 

6 Flock . 
members 

7 — da capo 

8 Insert 

0 Adda yeast 


33 Poet Hein ri ch 

34 Modify 

37 Lab doing 

40 Uborata# o 60 Com poser 
asrf Dvorak 

43 Atmo sp heric Si Above 


45 Deep sloop 
48 Threefold 


S3 Fati to do 


58 Concerning 

57 Elec, units 

58 MfamBo abetter 
SO Lay — Stick 
69 Flans* 

63 Umrt 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 



By St 
Special to 


the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — In the final round of 
the Davis Cup tennis tourna- 
ment, Malavaa beat Jordan 5-0 in 
their Asia/Oceania zone, group 
two. Next, Malaysia will {day 
Hong Kong in (be quarterfinals 
scheduled to begin on March 30. 

KamKaVhei of Malaysia play- 
ed Fount H nmm fldi, In the first 
singles match held on Sunday and 
won 6-1, 6-2, 6-1. Is the second 
match U. Murali Dharan of 
Malaysia led his team in another 
victory over Ayman Abu Jaber, 
ending the game with 6-4, 6-1. 
Both games reflected the Jorda- 
nian team's unrelentkss efforts to 
play a good game till the end. hi 
die opening matches of the 
tournament, which was spon- 


sored by Hotel Jordan Inter.Coo- 
tmental, the Malaysians took the 
lead by defeating Jordan in the 
two singles held Friday, and the 
doubles held on Saturday, thus 
advancing 3-0. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor, who 
attended the three-day tourna- 
ment, was not discouraged by 
Jordan’s defeat. “The players that 
have played is this match have all 
played with great deal of commit- 
ment, heart and courage,” the 
Queen told the Jordan Times 
after the match. ‘They’ve really 
played very well, and I’m really 
proud of them.” 

Her Majesty Queen said that 
“we knew that our team was 
facing a very touch competition, 
and a much more professional 
team.” • 

The Queen reflected on a be- 


but 

’s courage 


lief held by some that perhaps 
Jordan should not compete in 
international tournaments such as 
the Davis Cup fwwtiy tourna- 
ment, because of tbe Jordanian 
team's consecutive defeats, and 
said <b*t she disagreed. “I think 
it's very important that we realise 
it takes rime and hard work, and 
it's only through this process 
could we have competitive tennis, 
players." 

Her Majesty sounded very 
optimistic when she spoke about 
the younger generation of tennis 
players. “I am very excited about 
the young people who play ten- 
nis, and I can see in many of them 
great potential,” the Queen said. 
“If we can offer them the oppor- 
tunities to play as much as possi- 
ble in Jordan, then they will have 
more of an opportunity.” 


President’s political moves 
raise hopes for end of boycott 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca (AP) — Tbe bold political 
concessions announced by Presi- 
! dent F.W. de Klerk will provide a 
major boost for efforts'to end the 
sports boycott of South Africa, 
prominent sports g riiwiuun gfm g 
said Saturday. 

“New doors will open for us,” 
said Johan du Plessxs, chairman 

■ V- 


Becker 

underfire. 

BONN (R) — Wimbledon cham- 
pion Boris Becker, increasingly 
disenchanted with life in top ten- 
nis, has hit out at his native West 
Germany for putting too much 
pressure on him on ami off the 
court. 

Answering recent criticism 
over his withdrawal from this 
year’s Davis Cop, tbe world num- 
ber two said the West Germans, 
who experienced a major tennis 
boom in tbe late 1980s when they 
twice won the Davis Cup, be- 
lieved they owned him. 

“For the last five yearsia whole 
sport and entertainment industry 
has been built on my shoulders 
that is weighing me down more 
and more,” the West German 
magazine Der Spiegd quoted him 
. as saying in an interview to be 


Fans watching West Germany’s 
Davis Cup win over tibte Dutch 
this weekend held banners com- 
plaining Becker was not playing. 
Some supporters asked for their 
tickets back before the match. 

The 22-year-old came under 
fire from businessmen who said 
his withdrawal last week was an 
insult to the sport’s sponsors. 

“Is Germany really just Beck- 
er? What other conclusion are 
you supposed to come to? What 
do they want from me?” be said. 

“What’s going on is they axe 
systematically putting a person in 
their pockets. And Fm going to 
defend myself against that ... I 
belong to no-ram.” 

Becker’s remarks are further 
evidence of his dissatisfaction 
with tire burdens of commercial 
and public life sanounding tennis 
which be says are likely to drive 
him out of tbe game by the time 
he is 25. 

The number of West Germans 

20 per-cent years 
following Becker’s first Wimble- 
don triumph as a teenager in 
1985. 


of the South African National 
Olympic Committee. “A lot 
more people will listen to what 
we have to say now.” 

Most of South Africa's major 
sports have been partially or com- 
pletely cut off from international 
c om p e t i tion for 10 or more years 
in protest against the country’s 
racial segregation policies. 


Initially, the boycotts were im- 
posed because of segregation on 
the playing field in South Africa, 
but the bans continued even after 
most major sports took steps to 
promote integration. Proponents 
of the boycotts said full sporting 
contacts should resume only 
when apartheid was dismantled at 
all levels, 


FOR SALE 

Chevrolet Blazer, 1984 model, many extras. 
DUTY UNPAID 

Telephone 662790 


“ROLAN” ELECTROMECHANICAL GROUP 
We are professionals in: 

1- Repairing ft fixing central heating and maintenance, 




4- AH aorta of mai nten an ce, denning items and house fcwshmg 
Quick service is our symbol. 

Pit. contact (910564) for reservation 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe villa consisting of 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
3 salons & a fireplace, 1 dining room, 2 kitchens (fully 
equipped), 1 living room, 2 balconies, a maid room 
with a spatial landscaped garden. 

Area:- El-Hommar, Paradise City. 

For more information please call 671501, 
671502. 



The Spanish Cultural Centre 

Announces the start of an intensive Spanish language 
course. 

— Duration of the course one and a half months for 
beginners. 

— The course starts on Tuesday Feb. 13. 1990 and ends 
on Saturday March 31, 1990. 

— Classes: Saturdays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays at the 
rate of two hours a day from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Registration begins Tuesday Feb. 6, 1990. 

For more Information please call the Spanlst 

e, tel 


Queen Elizabeth closes games 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
(AP) — Queen Elizabeth 11 
brought the cumin down on the 
14th Commonwealth Games 
Saturday after a final day that 
myiwrairtflri the event's penchant 
for drama and controversy. 

Tbe queen ignored,, about 30 
Maori protesters as she arrived to 
watch me start of tbe track action 
at a son-drenched Ml Smart Sta- 
dium, then returned for tbe cus- 
tomary glittering pageant and 
firework display that ended the 
11-day, 57-nation sports festival 
at dusk. 

“la the n antf of the Common- 
wealth Games Federation, I proc- 
laim tbe 14th Commonwealth 
Games, Auckland, 1990, closed," 
tbe queen said. “In accordance 
with tradition. I call upon sports- 
men and sportswomen of the 
Commonwealth to assemble in 
four years* time in (Victoria) 
Canada to celebrate the 15th 
Commonwealth Games.” 

The monarch's remarks and an 
appearance immediately after- 
wards by worfd-famous open sin- 
ger Dame Kiri Te Kanawa 
brought a resounding cheer from 

thcxrpart iomfevent that Uvetfnp 
to its trifling as the friendly games 
only in terms of local hospitality. 

As she departed from the sta- 
dium, Queen Elizabeth left be- 
hind memories of boycott threats, 
a major drag scandal and several 
persona! vendettas between 
athletes. 

The mood was maintained 
right up until the final afternoon, 
when one of the world's best- 
known runners, John Walker, 
made a sad and angry exit in front 
of his home public. 

Walker, making his last 
appearance in a New Zealand 
vest at age 38, tangled with Pat 
Scammell in the 1,500 metres, 
finished last and launched a sca- 
thing attack on tbe Australian. 


hit tbe back of Ins heel,” said 
Walker, tbe 1976 Olympic cham- 
pion and former mile world re- 
cord bolder. “This is nothing new 
for Scammell. He decks everyone 
in Europe as wefl. I thought Fd 
ran a great race... It’s so damn 


disappointing.” 

Walker said the race was the 
biggest disappointment of his 
career. 

“I was hoping to be up here as 
a medal winner not as a non- 
finisher,” Walker said. 

Scammell threw his bag to the 
ground when told Walker and 

nliiny ri h i m ,, 

“I got tripped from behind. X 
may have been the cause of the 
fall in die sense I went down but I 
wasn’t to blame,” Scammell said. 

The race was won by England's 
Peter Elliott, who stepped out of 
the shadow of former rivals Steve 
Cram and Sebastian Coe to win 
his first major title. 

Elliott, the Olympic silver 
medalist, hit the front with 400 
metres to go ami outpaced Wil- 
fred Kirochi of Kenya to win in 
3:33.39. New Zealand’s Peter 
O’Donaghue took the bronze. 

“I’m just happy that I'm going 
away from here as Common- 
wealth champion,” said Elliott, 
who also won the 800-metre silver 
medal at tire 2987 World Cham- 
pionships. 

*Tve had two silver from major 
championships but the gold has 
always eluded me,” the 27-year- 
old Englishman said. “I was al- 
ways frightened I would retire 
from athletics never being a 
champion.” 

After his victory, Elliott went 
straight over to Walker and asked 
the New Zealander to share the 
lap of honour. Walker shook his 
head but Elliott insisted. 

“1 knew something had gone 
wrong,” Elliott said. To just 
pleased he could join me because 
the majority of people here to- 
day had come to see John Wal- 
ker. I really admire him as a 
competitor.” 

Elliott’s performance was so 
impressive that Coe, who with- 
drew from the event because of 
Alness, might have straggled to 
keep up with the pace. 

On Friday, Coe was forced to 
withdraw from the beats of what 
would have been the last race of 
Ins 14-year career. 

The previous day, the 33-year- 
old Englishman managed only 
sixth place in tbe 800-metre final 


' M t •! 


T-T F .VriA ' 


A sates- person and book distribution agent for a small pub- 
lishing house. Will work with retail outlets and possibly on 
door-to-door basis ; also involving some related office work. 
Owning a car is a plus. Thirty hour work week. 

Interacted persons please Mrrfte In English with C.V. to 
■ - P.O. Box 9446, Amman. - 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Location: Shmeisani, behind Commodore Hotel. Consist- 
ing of 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, large kitchen, 2 balconies, 3 
big dining rooms. 

For more Information call: 819450, As'ad. 


SOME PEOPLE DON'T 
TAKE STUDYING BY MAIL SERIOUSLY 

Some people believe that you cannot get a good education through Distance 
Education. Some people before that because you are getting your education 
through a correspondence school that you don't haw to wort for your diploma or 
your degree Some people confuse “phony degree mils" with legitimate D i st a nce 
Education Schools, ft you are one of these people, dorrt read am further. 

ICS is toota'nc for people who take their education SERIOUSLY, whether 
attending a traditional college or studying by mai V* are looking iw people who 
wi! apply themselves and work hard to gel the fun value of the training mat ICS 
offers. Diplomas and Degrees an issued upon successful cowfMm a a course 
accredited by the National Home Study GounciL.youT guarantee of a quality edu- 
cation. If you take your education seriously and want to train for a new career or 
irrnrove your job skills for advancement on your present job, ICS may have the 
right career trainira for you Choose from 4s career courses flsted below. Select 
tfe one career fie« you would fikB to train for and Indicate that ctiolce in the cou- 
pon below. Cut out this ad and mail it to ICS TODAY. We wjfi send you a detailed 
course ouflrne and tuition schedule by return Air Mail There is no atagation 
liflHMpl SEND FOR FREE fftCTB— NO OBLIGATION z«3C 



and went into retirement without 
a Commonwealth Gaines medal 

— the one major honour that had 

eluded him. 

Walker’s e l reh with Scammell 
was not the only black spot of the 
final day. 

One of the stars of tbe games, 
100-metre Olympic champion 
Linford Christie, boycotted part 
of the closing ceremony in protest 
over an appeal by three of 1 , 600 - 
metre teams being turned down 
by fee games’ appeal jury. 

The teams of England, Austra- 
lia and Trinidad and Tobago were 
rfisqnalrfird from Friday's heats 
because their baton chances had 
been outride the allowed area. 

Christie was one of three En- 
glish gold medalists selected tc 
take part is the doting ceremony. 
But a press statement from tbe 
F.nglish Team said the sprinter 
had declined to participate 
“although he recognises the hon- 
our which has been bestowed on 
him.” 

Team manager John Jeffery 
said it was Christie's decision not 
to take pert. 

’This is a decision for Linford 
to make as an individual. It is not 
a team decision,” Jeffety said. “I 
will not force him to take part.” 

In the absence of three of the 
strongest teams, Kenya won the 
gold. 

Christie's stand came after he 
had anchored the England team 
to victory in the 400-metre relay. 

Overall, Australia won 162 
medals, 52 of which were gokf. 
England had 129 and 47 golds, 
C a n ada 113 with 35 golds. Of the 
57 competing nations, 29 went 
home with at least one medal.! 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In §Timeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information I 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 
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SAFEWAY INTERNATIONAL * 
HAS SWATCH WATCHES: 
AT 

Special discountable 
prices of up to 20 % off ‘ 
give someone special ;■ 
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© WATCH ! ! 
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Tel: 677420 
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PLAZA 


Tel: 674111 
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Thousands Join rally ahead of 
key Moscow Communist meeting 


MOSCOW (R) — Thoosands of people dem a ndin g 
radical reform marched towards the centre of 
Moscow Sunday as re fo rmist groups from across the 
country turned up the pressure on the Kremlin to 
overhaul the Communist Party. 


The march, sponsored by a 
broad range of pr o gressi v e and 
national movements, comes cm 
the eve of a exacted plenum of the 
party’s policy-making Central 
Committee. 

Proposals before die party** 
plenum indnde surrendering its 
constitutional stranglehold on 
power and expanding accounta- 
bility to the people. 

■ The gove rn ment daily Izvetsia 
warned that tbe Communist Party 
was facing its darkest days ever. 

“The party is going through its 
most difficult time, perhaps the 
most difficult in its entire his- 
tory," it said. 

More than 10,000 people, 
many waving flags of the power- 
ful Baltic popular fronts and car- 
rying signs demanding more 
openness in the party, crossed the 
Kremlin bridge on a march to a 
public square, about two 
kilometres from the Kremlin. 

Security forces stood by quietly 
as the crowd set off but most of 
the streets beading into the centre 


were Mocked with lorries and 
traffic police announced they 
planned to dose modi of tire 

u n n n n n riii^ i area. 


“Down with artide six,” read 
one banner, a call for the an end 
to the party’s monoploy on pow- 
er. “No to fascism in the USSR,” 
“freedom to the Baltic repub- 
lics,” read others. 

“I am afraid that tomorrow 
everything wiQ remain the same,” 
Said mawnh yr Pamfl Gonfioa. 

“The only flung I want is to 
s up port those people who are 
trying to malm our lives better. 
Democracy is the only way.” 
Tbe once-banned national flags 
of the popular front mass move- 
ments of the Baltic republics 
mixed with the banners of other 
regional groups. 

Tbe Kremlin is feeing a country 
increasingly in disarray, battered 
by die Moody dashes between 

rival A rmi M Mftng and A rarat jp tfy > 

Soviet south, surging separatism 
in three Baltic republics and a 


crumbling economy. 

More ominous for the Com- 
munist establishment is a growing 
tide of discontent in the giant 
Russian federation that has 
brought down a series of party 
leaden, a sign the republic’s poli- 
tical apathy is coming to an end. 

Party officials in the eastern 
city of VlacMvostok, the Siberian 
oD centre of Tyumen and the 
southern city of Volgograd have 
been removed in recent weeks 
amid popular anger over corrup- 
tion and tim stow pace of reform. 

The party news pap er Pravda 
Sunday suggested that disg rac e d 
Conmmrast officials should face a 


official p roposal for direct elec- 
tions of the delegates to the party 
congress in October. 

The head of the Moscow higher 

C f school was quoted as saying 
ne*t co n gre ss could be the 
party’s last if greater democracy 
was not introduced. 

A report by Radio Moscow’s 


strict a ccoun t in g fra their mis- 
deeds, rather than amply be 
allowed to r e tire on fat pensions. 

Those singled out included for- 
mer ideology chief Mikhail Sns - 
lov, former Leningrad Party chief 
Grigory Romanov and one-time 
Moscow party boss Viktor 
Grishin. AH were members of the 
ruling potitburo. 

hi a bid to counter the crisis, 
the party has paved the way for 
major reform with a public rela- 
tions campaign in the Soviet 
media. 

Sunday newspapers devoted 
many columns to discussion of 
reform measures, inchufing an 


Interfax publication said the ple- 
num Monday would debate a new 

piatfhrm nf “humane democratic 
socialism.” 

“The d r a ff platform cafls fra a 
radical p erestroika of the patty, 
which will fight for its leading 
role, but assume no state or 
government power, nor lay any 
claim to haying its role set down 
in the coostitukm,” Interfax said. 

Interfax also said the plan con- 
tained r a di c a l e- h ugmi in t he par- 
ty structure, mdndmg the elec- 
tion of a chairman ami two de- 
puties and the creation of a 
streamlined 200-member Central 
Committee. 

A new political e xe c utiv e com- 
mittee would be created, with 
representa tives from eadh of the 
15 republics — an idea borrow e d 
from Lithuanian party chief 
Algirdas Brazauskas. It was not 
dear, however, whether this 
body would replace the pofit- 
buro. 


Human chain formed across Czech borders 


PRAGUE ( AF) — Thousands of 
Czechoslovak raid Wert German 
citizens joined hands across the 
border Saturday in a gesture of 
freedom and rejection of the 
“iron curtain” that divided East 
and West. 

In a separate protest, tens of 
thousands of people from 
Chechoslovakia, Hungary and 
Austria formed a human chain 
across the Danube River and 
across territory in all three coun- 
tries to protest a hydro-electric 
power plant project on the 
Danube, the Cz echoslovak News 
Agency (CTK) reported. 

According to CTK, thousands 
of people from West Germany 
and Czechoslovakia helped form 
a human chain across their joint 
border. Among them was 
Chechoslovakia’s foreign minis- 


ter, the former dissident Jiri 
Dienstbier. 

With the actum, the partici- 
pants wanted to draw attention to 
the “a bsurdi ty of the iron cur- 
tain,”* CTK said. 


gne leadership has said it will 
review the en v ironm ental con- 
sequences of its part of tbe power 
plant at Gabrikovo. 


Dienstbier was quoted as 
saying that a joint commission 


would meet next week to discuss 
the opening of new border cros- 
si ngs b etween the countries. 

CTK said up to 100,000 people 
helped form a tinman chain along 
the Danube over a span of about 
150 kflomefres from the town of 
Hamburg in Austria, across to 
Bratislava in Chechoslovakia and 
to Komarom in Hungary. 

Hungary’s parliament has 
already voted to scrap its part of 
the joint dam project with 
Czechoslovakia and the newPra- 


In the Hungarian city of 
Esztergom, activist Csaba Paska 
noted; “the Danube finfat the 
peoples (of the three countries), 
and this dam which divides us was 
the woik of politicians.” 

Among placards and baimers 
carried by p ro tes ters was one 
reading, “build bridges, not 
dams.” 

Austrian and Hungarian en- 
vironmentalists had long opposed 
the m a mmo th project, maintain- 
ing it would destroy unique wiki- 
fife and have other irreparable 
consequences for the Danube 
River. 

The project was agreed on by 


the Communist gove rnm ents in 
Prague and Budapest in the 
1970s. Austria had agreed to fi- 
nance part erf the Hungarian pro- 
ject in exchange fra elec tric i ty. 


The chain across the West Ger- 
man-Cfeecbostovak border was 
framed b et ween the Czechoslo- 
vak town of Zlezna Rods and the 
West German border town of 
Bayrhch Iascnrtrin , about 150 
hT nm rt m i nort h e as t of Munich. 
Among West German partici- 
pants was the Bavarian Mmister 

of F j w i mnment and Agri ml i u re r 


Alfred Dick, CTK said. 

“Several doors have been 
opened in the common European 
home which is being built. Now 
we will have to open also the 
windows to let some fresh air 
come in,” Dick was quoted by 
CTK as saying. 


Azeri- Armenian accord 
reportedly collapses 


MOSCOW (R) — A ceasefire 
and agreement for the evchany 
of hostages between warring 
Azeris and Armenians in the 
Soviet south has apparently col- 
lapsed after fresh disputes in 
Azerbaijan. 

A spokesman for the Arme- 
nian National Movement in the 
capital Yerevan said Armenians 
in several Azerbaijani villages 
had been forced to leave their 
homes, ostensibly for. their own 
protection. He said tbe move was 
m violation of the new agreement 
to end all hostifities- 

“The Armenian side cannot 
ntake any agreement when the 
other side violates tbe accords. 
These events are clearly inspired 
by the Azerbaijani popular 
front,” be said. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from the rival Azen mass 
.movement. 


Bloody ethnic rbwthea between 
flic two republics has left more 
than 320 people dead in the last 
two years. 

The collapse of the agreement 
comes after several days of nego- 
tiations in the' Latvian capital 
Riga under the mediation of the 
Baltic republics’ powerful popu- 
lar front mass movements. 

A joint communiq ue issued 
Saturday said the two sides had 
agreed to end hostilities along 
border and declared any escala- 
tion of flue conflict agamst both 
skies’ interests. 

Bat the Armenian movement 
said there could be no formal end 
to the conflict until the la te st 
problem was resolved. 

“The moment we learned ab- 
out it we seat a message to our 
r e pr es en tatives in Riga to say we 
did not consider the agreement in 
effect,” flic spokesman said. 


Obstacles said remaining 


for Mandela release 


PAARL, South Africa (Agen- 
cies) — Obstacles stQl remain in 
the way of Nelson Mandela’s 
release from prison, bis wife, 
Winnie, said Sunday, and she 
called for renewed pressure on 
the government to win tbe black 
nationalist’s freedom. 

, “Unfortunately, the obstacles 
that were in the way, which pre- 
. vented his release on Friday, still 
'exist," said a depressed Mrs. 
Mandela after a four-hour visit 
with her husband at the Victor 
Vexster prison farm. 

“It., doesn’t depend on him 
when he will be released,” sbe 
said* But in answer to questions 
about the obstacles, she would 
only say that Mandela was still 
demanding tbe complete fitting of 
the 43-month-old national 
emergency. 

President F.W. de Klerk par- 
tially lifted the emergency in a 
speech Friday in which he legal- 
ised Mandela’s o r g anisa tion, the 
-African National Congress 


(ANC), placed a moratorium on 
executions and lifted restrictions 
on 374 individuals and 60 other 
organisations. 

De Klerk’s actions met many, 
but not all, of the conditions toe 
ANC and Mandela had set for the 
start of negotiations to end apar- 
theid and give the Mack majority 
a voice in the government. 


De Klerk had said it was the 
government’s intention to free 
Mandela as soon as possible. He 
mentioned safety raid personal 
consideration as reasons for what 
he said would be a short delay. 

“The odds is on Mr. de Klerk,” 
Mrs. Mandela told journalists 
outside the prison gates. “We are' 
back to where we have to put 
pressure on the go v e rnm ent.*’ 

She said Mandela was prepar- 
ing a reaction to de HerkV 
Speech to parliament, but she 
didn’t know when it would be 
made public because “he remain s 
a prisoner.” 


Dr. FARID YAGHNAM FACS. 

(Diplomat American Board of Plastic 
and Reconstructive Surgery) 

Announces the relocation of his clinic to Amra Centre 
(beside Amra Hotel) 6th Circle 
Amman - Jordan 


Telephone 824600 



21 killed as violent 
windstorm hits France 


PARIS (AP) — A violent wind- 
storm buffeted much of northern 
Fiance, killing at least 21 people, 
cutting rail service to jeveral 
areas, disrupting air traffic and 
canting heavy damage. 

Winds as high as 168 
kflometres per hour tore across 
Brittany Saturday, Normandy 
and the Paris region, ripping off 
roofs, blowing trees and electric 
fines across railways and roads 
and c utting off electric service to 
more than two million people. 

Among toe buildings damaged 
was the 12to century cathedral at 
Chartres, one of the most mag- 
nificent Gothic structures ever 
built. The wind ripped copper 
plates from the roof making a 
50-square-metre hole over the 
nave between the two bell 
towers. 

The National Civil Defence 
office said at least 21 people died 
as a result of toe storm, though 
toe circumstances of all toe 
deaths were not immediately 
known. 

Eleven people died in the Paris 
region, according to au th oriti es. 

Wind uprooted a tree and blew 
it onto the roof of a house in 
Vfllecresnes. Three people in toe 
house were injured. One of them, 
a woman, later died. 

Fire Department headquarters 
said a 75-year-old woman toed in 
Rosny-Sous-Bois when a bar 
from a shutter blew across a room 


and hit her in the bead. In Atfbrt- 
vflle, a young man was killed by a 
fence port that hit him on the 
head. 

In Boussy-Samt-Antoine, a 
man died when a tree fefl on his 
car. A similar accident killed 
three people in Fontainebleau. 

The Pans Fire Department also 
said the wind c aused the glass 
covering of a swimming pool at 
Vflleneuve-Saint-Georges to ex- 
plode, injuring about 15 children 
with flying glass. 

At Quimper, in Brittany, a 
64-year-old man was blown from 
his roof as he tried to repair the 
rain gutter. Another man died in 
similar fashion at Exgue-Guaber- 
k, also in Brittany, felling from 
his roof as he was fixing his 
television antenna. 


A motorcyclist was lolled in the 
city of Monhns when he was hit in 
the head by a flying tree branch, 
and a truck driver toed when a 
gist turned over his vehicle in tbe 
Ele-et-Vflame region. 

La Paris, the St Lazare Rail- 
road Station, France’s busiest, 
was closed about 2 pm. and all 
rail service to Normandy cut off. 
Officials of tbe state-run railroad, 
the Sodetc Rationale des Gbe- 
mins de Fer Francais, said the 
shutdown was caused by electric 
lines that had fallen across the- 
tracks in several areas as well as 
trees. 


Scowcroft sees more global 
role for U.S. armed forces 


MUNICH, West Germany (AP) 
— U.S. National Security Advis- 
er Brent Scowcro ft said Saturday 
that U.S. forces in the future wifi 
be smaller but “more global” in 
their orientation. 

Scowcroft aho said U.S. policy 
for Europe is one of “ continui ty 
and change” to adapt to the- 
massive transformations sweep- 
ing Easton Europe. 

But he added that the United 
States wifi remain a rmfitary pow- 
er on the continent. 

The national security adviser 
spoke at the annual Wehrtunde 
c onf ere n ce in Munich, which 
brings together security experts, 
b i wma ti^it and gmrftmruwit offi- 
cials from NATO countries and 
Japan. 

“America wifi remain engaged 
as a global power,” Scowcroft 


‘degree of agifity, readiness and 

... -i*. to the 


said, “part of the adjustment in 
defence p 


our otifaiiic posture will be to- 
ward active forces that are smal- 
ler, more global in orientation.” 
He said such forces will have a 


demands of fikety contingencies. 

U.S. President George Bush 
has already proposed re ducing 
superpower forces in Central 
Europe to 195,000 troops for 
w»rii side. 

That would mean a reduction 
of about 60,000 U.S. servicemen, 
mo-ct of them from Wert Ger- 
many, and cutting Soviet troops 
from their current level of 
565,000. 

Sc ow croft tod not spell out how 
U.S. forces would be poised to be 
“more global” in orientation. 

The conference was held 
against the backdrop of vastly 
imp roved East- West relations 
and European integration that 
many predict will lead to German 
unification. 

Scowcroft repeated U.S. sup- 
port for German unity and saod 
“Gammy’s growing strength may 
be a most prominent feature of 
tins new E uropean balance.” 


“A stronger Europe could 
juMin w increased resp o ns ibiliti e s 
forks own defence — -and here, 
European defence cooper ati on 
could become more' important 
within tiie alliance (NATO) 
framework,” Scowcroft said. 
“It's time for a European pfllar to 
be built in tbe security field, now 
more so fh 3 ** 1 ever.” . 

There have been increasing 
questions about the U.S. rote in a 
rapidly changing Europe. 

Scowcroft addressed that, 
point, saying: “It is the in t e ntio n 
of the United States to remain 
engaged in Europe with a sub- 
stantial rmfitary and political pre- 
sence.” 

He continued: “We fed we are 
a European power with an abid- 
ing smd permanent interest in 
Europe security.” 

The Wehikunde conference, 
despite its size and the- attention it . 
attracts, is designed as a forum 
for the paxtidpaots to to 
defence issues candidly 


Roh agrees on reforms 


SEOUL (AP) — President Roh 
Tae-Woo pfedgpd with former 
opposition leaders Saturday to 
accelerate democratic reforms 
and release imprisoned dissi- 
dents, toe presidential office 
announced. 

The annauncement said Re* 
agreed on democratic reforms, 
inchufing an amnesty fra those 
jailed for political protests, prop- 
osed by two former opposition 
leaders Kim Yoong-Sam and Kim 
Jong-Pfl in talks at Rob’s office. 

Roh and toe two Kims also 
agreed to seek “steady de m ocra- 
tic reforms” after framing a 
broad-based new conservative 
party by early April, ft said. 

In a move unprecedented in 


South Korea’s constitutional his- 
tory, Roh announced last week 
that his governing party will 
merge with the nation’s second 
and fluid opposition groups 
Rob’s Democratic Justice Putty 
was dissolved Thursday, and Kim 
Young- Sam’s Reunification 
Democratic Party a n nounced its 
dissolution Monday. 

The presidential announce- 
ment tod not say how many pris- 
oners wfll be freed, but said the 
g o vern m ent would consider re- 
leasing “as many as possible.” 
No g o v e rnm ent figures were 
available, but Aim 

there are about 1,000 dissidents, 
students, workers and others im- 
prisoned fra political activity. - 


Dissidents and radical students 
have vowed to launch a civil drive 
against tbe three-party merger, 
calling it a scheme by a rmfitary 
toctatorship to prolong its 
power. 

Tbe merger wfll change South 
Korea’s faction-ridden, four par- 
ty political structure by widening 
the base of the governing group 
and dwarfing the largest opposi- 
tion party led by Kim Dae-Jtmg. 

No agreement has been 
reached on how to compose the 
new party’s leadership aad.lnerar- 
chy. Party officials said talks were 
under way on chaitgrng toe na- 
tion’s current presidential gov- 
ernment tyrtem into a prafiamen- 
tary structure. * 


Jackson urges S. African leader 
to learn from Lincoln, Kennedy 


LONDON (AP)— Jesse Jackson 
appealed Saturday to President 
RW. de Klerk to follow toe 
example of Abraham Lincoln and 
JohnF. Kennedy and press ahead 
with Ms refrain s , regardless of 
any threatened backlash from 
white conservatives. 

The U.S. Hack civfl rights lead- 
er ex pr es se d “hope and camion” 
about South Africa as he pre- 
pared to revisit it after bang 
refined entry for a decade. 

He flies to Zambia Monday, 
and to South Africa Wednesday, 
and he said he was hoping to 
meet De Klerk as well as jailed 
Mack leader Nelson Mandela, in 
or out of prison. 

De Klerk has promised Mande- 
b’s imminent: release, and has 
legalised the African National 
Congress, the main guerrilla 
group fighting white role, and 
fitted restrictions on 60 opposi- 
tion groups and 374 individuals.' 

Jackson mentioned President 
Lincoln's emancipation of tbe 


American slaves, and President 
Kennedy's desegregation drive in 
the southern United States. “And 
so Mr-De Klerk most be encour- 
aged to move. ...Most people in 
the world are palling for mm to 
go farther and don’t stop now.” 

Jackson said De Klerk mart 
not - be deterred by any 
threatened backlash. 

“Great leadership does not fto- 
iow opinion polls. It molds opin- 
ion,” he told reporters. “Mr. De 
Klerk is now in a position to mold 
opinion and make things happen, 
and should not let this moment 
pass. ... He must seize tins mo- 
ment to do the right thing.” 

: He should free Mandeb and 
abolish the remaining pillars of 
apartheid Hcc flic group areas 
act, which segregates residential 
rights by race, Jackson said. 

Jackson, hitherto a fervent sup- 
porter of economic sanctions 
against South Africa, was non- 
committal about whether toe 
West should continue to apply 


them. 

“Sanctions is not the central 
issue,” be said, noting that De 
Klerk had not made tfaor remov- 
al a condition fra reform, and 
that U.S. President George Bush 
had aid ft' was b comatiire to init 
of lifting sanctums. 

“Sanctions should be part of 
the ne g o tia ting procew therefore, 
not a precondition,” Jackson 
said. “And to pm the focus on 


sanctions rather than apartheid is 
to shift the focus away from toe 
need to encourage Mr. De Klerk 
to continue. And what we heard 
yesterday was reason fra hope 
and caution.” - 
Jackson said he hoped that in 
giving him a visa for the first time 
since 1979, South Africa was 
sending “yet another signal of a 
c ommitm ent to openness.” 

In London, Jackson was visit- 
ing Mack cultural grou ps Satur- 
day, and an Monday Tie meets 
with Prime Mmister Margaret 
Thatcher. 


Rushdie ‘misses’ ordinary life 


NEW YORK (R) — Salman 
Rushdie, in hiding for nearly a 
year since the Ayatollah RnhoV- 
iab Khomeini ordered his death, 
said in an interview published 
Saturday that be misses ordinary 
pleasures like driving a car and' 
going to tile cinema. 

In a 90-nrinnte telephone inter- 
view with Newsweek, Rushdie 
also said he feels that if his novel 
the Satanic Verses is not issued in 
pa pe rba ck then the death order 

and the Campaign agri i ttf ffrp 

book will have succeeded. 
Khomeini ordered Muslims a 


Rushdie apologised the death 
order stood. The Indian-born au- 
thor went into hiding in Britain 
on Feb. 14. 

Khomeini toed last June 3 but 
Iran did not lift toe aider and 
Rushdie hag remained in hiding 
under the protection erf Britain’s 
special branch- 


going to a movie. . . 

“Fve always been a big movie 
addict and I haven’t been In the 
cinema fra a year. I haven’t 
driven a car for a year, and I love 
to drive. What I nnss are 
liny firings,” he said. 


year ago to kill Rnshtoe for blas- 
pheming a gainst Islam in the sur- 
realistic novel and even after 


He has written several book 
reviews and essays but declined 
interviews with the media until he 
agreed to call Newsweek from his 

hiding place. 

In tiie interview, Rushdie said 
that what he misses most is 
“ ordinary life: Walking down the 
street, browsing in a bookstore, 


He also said he was upset with 
his publisher. Viking Penguin, for 
not issuing a p aper back version of 
the Satanic Verses, something he 
said would have normally been 
done this whiter. ; 

“If we do not complete the 
cycle of publication, we will in 
some sense have been d efe a ted 
by the campai gn against tbe 
book. 


Premadasa: The worst is over in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (Agen- 
cies) — President Rauasinghe 
Premadasa, celebrating the 42nd 
anniversary of his troubled na- 
tion's independenc e , smd Sunday 
the worst was over and peace and 
prosperity fie ahead. 

But the top opposition leader. 


former Prime M mis t er Sirimavo 
Bandaranaike, scathingly ques- 
tioned what there was to cele- 
brate . 

“When our country has earned 
the reputation of being one where 
crime and violence have reached 
barbaric proportions, can anyone 
other than those in power cele- 
brate independence?” Mis. Ban- 
daranaike asked in a 


guerrilla warfare, massacres ami 
political assassinations that have 
-daimed 17,000 lives in the last 
seven years. 

- Mrs. Bandaranaike, who 
served two as p ri me minis- 
ter in tbe 19605 and 1970s when 
that port headed tbe Sri Lankan 
government, questioned whether 
anyone was in the mood to cele- 
brate Sri Lanka’s freedom from 
Britain on Feb. 4, 1948. 

“When fear of death looms 
large in the minds of many peo- 


p nMgfa e d in Sri Tjmlrsm nts%v »pap - 
ezs Sunday. 

Premadasa, speaking at Col- 
ombo’s Independence Square, 
conceded 1989 was a “trying 
period.” But in his anniversary 

message to tire nation, he said: 
“Our people have dearly inefi- 
cated they wifi never allow in- 
timidation, bloodletting nwri vio- 
lence to destroy democracy.” 
The president spoke in 
Sinhalese, Tamil and English, re- 


e roadsides with bodies of 
youths bei ng b u r n t or left muti- 
lated and hundreds of corpses 
float down riven, who can cele- 
brate independence?* 1 the leader 
(ft the Sri lanta Freedom Party 
asked in her published statement. 

Premadasa, who was greeted 
by ringing rids and a 25-gun 
salute at Independence Square, 


India is in the process of with- 
drawing peacekeeping troops 
sent in July 1987 to police a peace 
accord aimed at Halting a Tamil 
separatist insurrection. But the 
largest Thmfl militant group re- 
neged on the accord and attacked 
the Indian pea c ekeepers. 

The arrival of the Indian aot- 
toezs triggered a mu rd erou s back- 
lash by ultranationafist Sinhalese, 
who Started a ssaw a naring fellow 
Sinhalese in the government for 
makin g concessions to the minor- 
ity Tamils and inviting in the 
foreign troops. 


tremists. 

Tamil mflifamtit launched Ikwr 

campaign for a separate state in 
1983, saying they needed their 
own homeland topreserve their 
minorit y ntfmir hfe nt ky and to 
combat what they said was discri- 
mination by the Sinhalescin jobs, 
education and use of the 
Sinhalese language. 


Lanka,” the newsp aper quoted a 
draft treaty by India assaying. 

But a draft provided by Sri 
Lanka, also published in the 
, ™ not c n nts njf rtric 


new spap er 
provirion. 

Military so urces 


fleeting the ethnic di v ersity that 
fies at the root of Sri Lanka’s 


asserted that hb g o v e rnment had 
•achieved success in resolving Sri 
Lanka's tangled conflicts. 

“We can prosper and progress 
ft we im pr e ss upon ourselves, 
especially our youth, that we will 
never allow foreign po wers to 
interfere in our affairs,” he said, 

. rafruing to India 


Into * " troops came to Sri 
Lanka at tbe invitation of Pie- 
nmdasa’s predecessor, then-ftes- 
ident Jem ns R. Jayewardene, 
who was a special guest at Sun- 
day’s celebrations. 

Pr emadas a, who Hke most top 
Sri Lankan politicians is 
.Sinhalese, took office 13 month* 
ago. His government counts 
«nong its successes has been In- 
dia s agrremrut to withdraw the 
lart of its troops by March 31, 
bringing Tamp Tiger .gnemQas 
mto negotiations for political 
power, and annihilating the top 
leadership of the Sinhalese ex- 


Tamik, who are mostly Hin- 
dus, make up 18 per cent of Sri 
Lanka's 16 million people, while 
flic predominantly Buddhist 
Sinhalese com p rise 75 per cent. 
About 7 per cent of the popular 
tion jneMnsfim^. There also is a 
small Christian 'community de- 
scended fr o m Eu rope an cokm- 
ists. 


India has proposed in a draft 
friendship treaty with Sri I-anka 
.that it provide framing and arms 
for Colombo’s security forces, the 
Sunday Times newspaper re- 
posted. 

“The government of India in a 
spirit of friendship and coopoa- 
tK»wffijraovifetrammgfacSfitacs 
and miutary supplies for Sri 
Lankan security traces at the 
reqaert of the government of Sri 


that at 

pre sen t Sri Tamtam security per- 
sonnel received framing in India 

and FaWteaw: 4fmc aniT jniiijiiiiw - 

tioo are .maintyptirchased from 
China and the West. 

Officials of both countries are 
now studying the drafts, which 
w3 be made rate a joint treaty to 
be signed won. ft wffl replace a 
1987 accord be twe e n the two 
countries. . . 

-The Sunday Tlmes,gmng de- 
Crib of the drafts fra the first time 
m the local press, quoted the 
Indian draft as saying flat “each 
contracting party wif respect the 
independence, rarity, sovereign 
and territ oria l integrity of toe 
-other and reftafo franr httexfer- 
ring-za the intenulafisiisof the. 
other.” . - 
* The Sri Lankan draft said both 
countries would agree flat each 
co unt r y wfll not permit fts terri- 
tory to be taed by amy prtsooto 



Thieves rob treaures 
at Herculaneum : ; 


NAPLES (AP) — Masked ban- 

di» bound and gagged^oa*d^rt : 

Herculaneum, a Roman city de- 
srtoyed by the Vesuvius volcano 
in79AjX, arid stole hitiidreds of 
treasures,- iiKinding bronze sto-- 
tues^ vases and jewdiy, reports 
said. Bakfausarc Cantioeflo, me - 
superintendent of the archaeolo- 
gical areas of Efercofenep m and 
nearby Pompeii, said the nweu- 
toty of the stolen goods was mM. - 
incomplete, the I talian News. 
Agency (AGI) reported. Bur the 
irrinang items included abou t 200 
gold bracelets and e arrin gs, a 
lst-ceatmy bronze vase hr fee ,, 
fonn of a woman's, head and a . 
80-cm-iugh (32-mcWtigh) safer- 
and copper inlaid bronze, stable 
of Bacdms, be said In thc c ariy 
mo rning homS of Saturday; ar 
least four anned hanefib wearmg- 
ski s ur prised four night 

watchmen in their .station, mws- . 
tigrton said. The custodiasuyfere 
traced at g unp oi n t to turn over 
flm keys to a braiding that houses- 
hundreds of artifacts, AGI sahL 
The custodians were lied up arid 
their mouths, taped with ban: ■ 
da ys, the agency said. After a 
few hours, one of the guards was 
able to free himself and sounded 
an afa»»vw t AGI said. Cooticefo 
prill sale of- the stolen goods 
would be difficult since they wore 
catalogued, but it was possbie 
someone had commissioned toe 
holdup to enrich a personal pot- 
lection. 
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McCartney; Beafles 
reunion possible; •: 


*■! 



DETROIT (R) — Ex-fceatie 
Paul McCartney has said that 
there may be a reunion for the 
three surviving members of the 
band McCartney told a news 
co nfer e n ce some form of col- 
laboration was por ible after the 
candusioa of a20iyear legal bafr. 
tie over royalties between him- 
self, fanner Beatles George Har- 
rison and RiqgpiStarr and Yofco 
Quo, widow of John. Lemma, 
who was shot oiitside bis Manhat- 
tan home in December 
'There a couple .of 
me B9 mWe/’he 
dni not 

dkL not say whether he 
enssed the idea of a reuxriratpiftk . 
Ringo or George. McCartney; his 
wife, Linda, and a fbur-roenfoer . 
band are in Detroit to startrdm' 
North Am erican leg of a-JSgp 
world tour, his first since |9%« 
On the tour McCartney has been 
playing some Beade hits such as 
SgL Pepper’s LpnefyHcartsCbb 
Band and Let'ft Be fra tbe Tjjnt 
time m many years. He said lie 
just felt the time was 
“When toe Beafles broke up. ft.^fnps- 
really difficult, A hit like a dt 
vorce — you don’t, want to pjay 
the material ofthe ex-wife...~ft*r# 
question of getting back to toe 
songs or ignoring than for the 
rest of my life, ft’s just the i 
time to come back to flris 
he said 


U.K. drops 666 : 
from licence plates 


LONDON (AP) — The nuntoer 
666 has been dropped fronr Bri(- 
ish car license plates became 
some believe it is a symbol -of 
Satan, traffic authorities 
day. The decision followed sever- 
al incidents in which drife ra 
c l aimed to be jinxed by Che 666m 
their number plates, explained 
Jeff Mumford, senior executive 
officer of the policy- branch of itej 
government’s Driving, Vetaidb 
and Licensing Centre (DVtC). 
its not that we as an o r g anis e- , 
tkm she any credence to this.bnt . 
I’t want to be inadvertently - 
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causing real distress to people^ 
he said in a telephone interview 
from the centre’s twaib n atters in 
Swansea, Wales. 
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